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Ring in the new: NYPD drone to oveisee Times Square revelry 


NEW YORK (AP) — Its an 

Auld Lang Syne of the 
times: For the first time, a 
police drone will be keep¬ 
ing watch over the New 
Year's Eve celebration in 
New York'slimesSquare. 
The unmanned eye-in-the- 
sky is the latest wrinkle in 
the New York City Police 
Department's ever-evolv¬ 
ing plan to keep revelers — 
and "Roc kin' Eve" host Ryan 
Seacrest— safe. 

About 7,000 police officers 
will be on duty for Monday 
night's festivities in limes 
Square, including counter¬ 
terrorism teams with long 
guns and bomb-sniffing 
dogs Police cars and 


sand-filled sanitation trucks 
will be positioned to stop 
vehicles from driving into 
the crowd. And, above it 
all, a remote-controlled 
quadcopter will be giving 
police a unique view of the 
merriment — and any po¬ 
tential mayhem. It's the first 
time the NYPD is sending 
up a drone fora big event, 
"lhat's going to give us a 
visual aid and the flexibility 
of being able to move a 
camera to a certain spot 
with great rapidity through 
a tremendous crowd," 
Deputy Commissionerof In¬ 
telligence and Counterter¬ 
rorism J ohn Millersaid. 

Continued on Rage 4 



In this J an. 1, 2018, file photo, confetti flies over limes Square during the New Year's celebration 
in New York. 

Associated Press 
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AP poll shows high job approval for Trump from veterans 


By EMILY SWANSON and 
HANNAH HNGERHUT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Nea r- 

ly 6 in 10 military veterans 
voted for Republican can¬ 
didates in the November 
midterm elections, and a 
similar majority had posi¬ 
tive views of President Don¬ 
ald Trump's leadership. But 
women, the fastest grow¬ 
ing demographic group 
in the military, are defying 
that vote trend. 

That's according to AP Vo- 
teCast, a nationwide sur¬ 
vey of more than 115,000 
midterm voters — includ¬ 
ing more than 4,000 cur¬ 
rent and former service 
members — conducted 
forlhe Associated Press by 
NORC at the University of 
Chicago. It found that vet¬ 
erans overall approved of 



In this Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2018 photo, Michele Rtzpatrick, a re¬ 
tired lieutenant commander in the Coast Guard, poses for a 
photograph at the United Slates CoastGuaid Academy in New 
London, Conn. 

Associated Press 

Trump's job performance, forts to make the U.S. safer 
showing high support for from terrorism, 
the president's handling of Male veterans were much 
border security and his ef- more likely to approve 


OQOQicana 

ARUBA RESORT & CASINO 

Limited Holiday weeks availability 
at Tropicana Aruba Resort 
Shared Ownership available during Christmas and 
New Years, all in 1,2 and 3 Bedroom Suites, 
ail affordably priced. 



Contact us today at +297 7317195, +297 6411175 or email us at hdekoning@troparuba.com. 
or stop by our vacation gallery. Don't miss out on this unique opportunity. 



of Trump than those who 
haven't served, 58 percent 
to 46 percent. 

But 58 percent of female 
veterans disapproved of 
Trump, which is similar to 
the share of women overall 
(61 percent). 

Some takeaways on veter¬ 
ans: 

TRUMP APPROVAL 

Overall, 56 percent of vet¬ 
erans — both current and 
former service members 
— said they approve of 
the job Trump is doing as 
president, while 43 percent 
disapproved. Voters who 
have not served in the mili¬ 
tary were more likely to dis¬ 
approve (58 percent) than 
approve (42 percent) of 
the president's job perfor¬ 
mance. 

The survey found that dif¬ 
ferences in support for 
Trump between veterans 
and nonveterans extend¬ 
ed across racial and ethnic 
groups, including among 
whites (62 percent of vet¬ 
erans approve versus 49 
percent of nonveterans), 
Latinos (53 percent vs 
28 percent) and African- 
Americans (22 percent vs 
10 percent). 

TRUMPS LEADERSHIP 

The poll showed veterans 
more likely than nonveter¬ 
ans to say Trump has the 
right temperament to serve 
as president (48 percent to 
32 percent) and that he'sa 
strong leader (59 percent 
to 49 percent). They were 
slightly more likely to say 
Trump caresabout"people 
like you" (46 percent to 40 
percent). 

On the issues, veterans 
were significantly more 
likely than those who have 
not served to approve of 
Trump's handling of border 
security, 62 percent to 48 
percent, and to think the 
Trump administration has 
made the U.S. safer from 
terrorism, 51 percent to 35 


percent. 

DRAIN THE SWAMP? 

Veterans had good suc¬ 
cess running for Congress 
compared to previous 
years. Eighteen new vet¬ 
erans were elected to the 
House, seven of whom are 
Democrats 

That's the largest number 
of new vetera ns elected to 
the House since 2010, and 
the biggest influx of Demo¬ 
cratic vets since 1996, ac¬ 
cording to Seth Lynn, a Uni¬ 
versity of San Francisco pro¬ 
fessor who runs Veterans 
Campaign, a group that 
prepares veterans for ca¬ 
reers in politics. One fresh 
veteran face — Republi¬ 
can Rick Scott of Florida — 
will join the Senate. 

In all, more than 170 vet¬ 
erans were on November's 
congressional ballot as ma¬ 
jor-party candidates. Some 
vets, such as Kentucky 
Democrat Amy McGrath, a 
former Marine fighter pilot, 
ran close House races but 
ultimately fell short on Elec¬ 
tion Day. 

A total of 96 military veter¬ 
ans will serve as lawmakers 
next year, 66 Republicans 
and 30 Democrats. 

Lynn said veterans in pre¬ 
vious elections had often 
chosen to run for office 
due to concerns over U.S. 
military policy, such asPres- 
identGeorge W. Bush'swar 
in Iraq. But he said veteran 
candidates this election 
cycle seemed moved by 
general voter dissatisfac¬ 
tion with government. 

'The military is the institution 
where many Americans 
have the most confidence, 
but that isn't the case with 
Congress," Lynn said. "For 
many of the Democrat¬ 
ic women veterans who 
chose to run, itwasbasical- 
ly a response to how they 
felt the Trump administra¬ 
tion was doing and a call 
to service.'□ 
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FormerAfghanista n c omma nderwa ms of pla ns to c ut troops 


By KB/IN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

former top U.S. command¬ 
er in Afghanistan said Sun¬ 
day that withdrawing up to 
half the 14,000 American 


Pentagon to develop plans 
to withdraw thousands of 
American troops by next 
summer. Outgoing Defense 
Secretary J im Mattis men¬ 
tioned the order in his res¬ 
ignation letter. Mattis 1 last 



In this Match 11, 2013, file photo retired U.S Army Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal speaksduring a forum called "Ask What You Can Do 
For America's Veterans" at the John F. Kennedy School of Gov¬ 
ernment at Harvard University, in Cambridge, Mass. 

Associated Hess 


troops serving there would 
reduce the incentive for 
the Taliban to negotiate 
a peace deal after more 
tha n 17 yea rs of wa r. 

Retired Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal said the U.S. has 
"basically traded away the 
biggest leverage point we 
have." McChrystal's com¬ 
ments were in response to 
reports that President Don¬ 
ald Trump had ordered the 


day in the administration is 
Monday. 

The U.S. and NATO formally 
concluded their combat 
mission in 2014, but Ameri¬ 
can and allied troops re¬ 
main, conducting strikeson 
the Islamic State group and 
the Taliban and working to 
train and build the Afghan 
military. 

"If you tell the Taliban that 
we are absolutely leaving 


on date certain, cutting 
down, weakening our¬ 
selves, theirincentivesto try 
to cut a deal drop dramati¬ 
cally," McChrystal said on 
ABC's "This Week." 
McChrystal also said he's 
worried that the Afghan 


people will lose confidence 
in the U.S. as an ally that 
can be counted on. 

"I think we probably rocked 
them," said McChrystal, 
who commanded U.S. and 
NATO forces in Afghanistan 
forabouta year. 


He a Iso wa s c ritic a I of Presi- 
dent Donald Trump person¬ 
ally, saying he doesn't be¬ 
lieve Trump tells the truth. 
The comment came when 
asked what he would say 
if he were asked to join the 
Trump administrationO 
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In this Dec. 31,2017, file photo, a police K-9 unit patrols in New York's limes Square where crowds 
were gathered Ibrthe annual New Year's Eve celebration. 

Associated Press 
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NYPD DRONE 
Continued from Front 

Police CommissionerJ ames 
O'Neill said there are no 
known, credible threats to 
the city or the New Year's 
Eve event. He encouraged 
spectators to remain vigi¬ 
lant and to alert officers if 
they suspect something is 
awry. 

'There's probably going to 
be a cop within 10 feet of 
you," Miller said. "If you see 
something, you can go 
right to them directly." 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said Fri¬ 
day that the city is expect¬ 
ing "up to 2 million people 
in limes Square itself" for 
the ball drop, repeating a 
figure often c ited by c ity of- 
ficials, organizers and tele¬ 
vision broadcasters. 
Crowd-size experts say it's 
impossible to cram that 
many people into the 
area, a bow-tie-shaped 
zone running five blocks 
between Broadway and 
7th Avenue, and that the 
real total is likely fewer than 
100,000. 

No matter how many 
people actually show up, 
they'll all be screened with 
metal detectors at security 
checkpoints and funneled 
into penned off areas to 
prevent overcrowding. 
Umbrellas, backpacks and 
coolers are banned, but 
those kitschy '2019" glasses 
are most definitely allowed 
in. And there won't be any 
popping champagne at 
midnight. The NYPD says al¬ 
cohol is strictly prohibited. 
That might be for the best. 
There aren't any bath- 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


rooms, and anyone leaving 
the secure area won't be 
allowed backto theirorigi- 
nal spot. That means they'll 
risk missing the ball drop or 
having to squint hard to 
see it from a faraway van¬ 
tage point. 

Like last year, the NYPD is 
embedding detectives in 
hotelsaround TimesSquare 
in an attempt to thwart a 
potential attack like the 
one in Las Vegas last year 
in which a gunman shoot¬ 
ing from a hotel room killed 
59 people at an outdoor 
country music festival. 
Police are also harnessing 
new technology to detect 
drones that aren't autho¬ 
rized to fly. 

The NYPD'sdrone addsto a 
vast array of visual surveil¬ 
lance that includes more 
than 1,200 fixed cameras 
and feeds from police heli¬ 
copters circling above. 

The department started 
using drones this month. It 
says they'll mainly be used 
for search-and-rescue mis¬ 
sions, documenting crime 
scenes and monitoring 
large events. 

Several of the NYPD's 
drones are equipped with 
thermal-imaging and 30- 
mapping capabilities and 
strong camera lenses that 
can greatly magnify a sub¬ 
ject. 

For safety, Chief of Depart¬ 
ment Terence Monahan 
said the New Year's Eve 
drone will be tethered to 
a building and flown in a 
cordoned-off area so that 
no one gets hurt if it hap¬ 
pens to fall. The drone will 
neverfly directly above the 
crowd, he said. 

Unlike a helicopter, a drone 
is small and makes little 
noise. Between the sounds 
of performers like Christina 
Aguilera and Bastille and 
the confetti that'll be swirl¬ 
ing at midnight, Monahan 
said some spectators might 
not even notice it. 

"Once it's up in the air, it will 
probably be hard to see," 
he saidO 
























■TfeDAy 


U.S. NEWSI * 5 


MONDAY 31 DECEMBER 2018 


Lion kills worker after esc a ping locked 
area at conservatory 


BURLINGTON, N.C. (AP) — 

A lion killed a worker at a 
wildlife conservatory Sun¬ 
day after it got loose from 
a locked space, the center 
said. 

The lion was shot and killed 
after it attacked the worker 
in an enclosure that was 
being cleaned at the Con¬ 
servators Center in Caswell 
County, the center said in 
a statement. 

A "husbandry team" led 
by a professionally trained 
animal keeper was carry¬ 
ing out the routine clean¬ 
ing when the lion somehow 
got loose, the centersaid. 

It wasn't clear how the lion 
left the area that was sup¬ 
posed to be locked, said 
the center, which will be 
closed until further notice. 
'The Conservators Center 
is devastated by the loss 
of a human life today," the 
statement said. 

The center said the lion 
was shot and killed to al¬ 
low county personnel to 
retrieve the injured worker. 


'This is an ongoing investi¬ 
gation, we have no further 
details at this time, and the 
family has not yet been 
notified. We will offer more 
information as we know 
more,"the statement said. 
The facility was founded in 
1999 and is in Burlington, 
a bout 50 miles northwest of 
Raleigh. 

On its website, the center 
said it began giving public 
tours in 2007 and gets more 
than 16,000 visitors annu¬ 
ally. 

It has more than a dozen 
employees and currently 
houses more than 80 ani¬ 
mals and more than 21 
species 

The centersaysittookin 14 
lions and tigers in 2004 to 
assist the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture with caring 
for animals that were living 
in "unacceptable condi¬ 
tions" 

A message seeking com¬ 
ment was left with a spokes¬ 
man for the county sheriff's 
office.Q 


Filing: Utility could 
lace chaiges in 
California wildfires 


SAC RAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

C a lif o mia 'sattomey gener¬ 
al has told a federal judge 
it's possible the giant utility 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
could face charges up to 
murder if investigators find 
reckless operation of pow¬ 
er equipment caused any 
deadly wildfires in the past 
two years The brief from 
the office of Attorney Gen¬ 
era I Xavier Becerra ispurely 
advisory, and any criminal 
charges would most likely 
be filed by county district 
attorneys, not the state, the 
Sacramento Bee reported . 
Prosecutors would have 
to assess PGSiE's "mental 
state" before determining 
whether to bring charges, 
which could range from 
murder to misdemeanor 
negligence, according to 
the brief filed late Friday. 
The opinion was submit¬ 
ted to a judge overseeing 


a criminal case involving a 
PG&E natural gas pipeline 
explosion that killed eight 
people in the San Francis¬ 
co suburb of San Bruno in 
2010. PG&E was convicted 
of viola ting federal pipeline 
safety laws, and the judge 
asked forthe attorney gen¬ 
eral's opinion on whether 
any wildfires constitute a 
probation violation. 

The company has until 
Monday to file its response 
to the court, but it told 
the newspaper "PG&E's 
most important responsibil¬ 
ity is public and workforce 
safety. Our focus contin¬ 
ues to be on assessing our 
infrastructure to further en¬ 
hance safety and helping 
our customers continue to 
recoverand rebuild. 

PG&E reported an equip¬ 
ment malfunction at the 
time and location where 
the fire started.qQ 



The Conservators Ceritersays a woiker has been killed by a lion 
that got loose from a locked space, Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018, in 
Burlington, N.C 

Associated Press 
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UhderTmmp, ICE is lace of 
ha id-line immigration policy 


In this Jan. ID, 2018, file photo, U.S Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents gather before serving an employment au- 
dit notice ata 7-Eleven convenience store, in Los Angeles 

Associated ness 


By COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — The 

officers suit up in the pre¬ 
dawn darkness, wrapping 
on body armor, snapping 
in guns, pulling on black 
sweat shirts that read PO- 
UCEand ICE. 

They gather a round a con¬ 


ference table in an ordi¬ 
nary office in a nondescript 
office park in the suburbs, 
going over their targets for 
the day: two men, both 
with criminal histories. Top 
of the list is a man from 
El Salvador convicted of 
drunken driving. 

U.S. Customs and Immigra¬ 
tion Enforcement'senforce- 
ment and removal opera¬ 
tions, like the five-person 
field office team outside 
Richmond, hunt people in 
the U.S. illegally, some of 
whom have been here for 
decades, working and rais¬ 
ing families. Carrying out 
President Donald Trump's 
hard-line immigration poli¬ 
cies has exposed ICE to 
unprecedented public 
scrutiny and criticism, even 
though officers say they're 
doing largely the same job 
they did before the elec¬ 
tion — prioritizing criminals. 
But they have also stepped 
up arrests of people who 
have no U.S. criminal re¬ 
cords. It is those stories of 
ICE officers arresting dads 
and grandmothers that 
pepperlocal news. Officers 
are heckled and video¬ 
taped. Some Democratic 
politicians have called for 
ICE to be abolished. 

ICE employees have been 
threatened at their homes, 
their personal data ex¬ 
posed online, officiaIssaid. 
'There is a tension around 
'It could be that some¬ 
body could find out what 

I do and hate me for it or 
do worse than hate me for 
it,"' Ronald Vitiello, acting 
head of the agency, told 
The Associated Press. 

Vitiello said the agency is 
monitoring social media 
and giving employees re¬ 
sources for when they feel 
threatened. 

ICE, formed after the Sept. 

II attacks, had been told 
underthe Obama adminis¬ 
tration to focus on remov¬ 
ing immigrants who had 
committed crimes Trump, 
in one of his first moves in 
office, directed hisadminis- 
tration to target anyone in 
the country illegally. 
Government data back 
up that 1C E is still mostly ta r- 
geting people convicted 


of a crime. But the data 
also show the agency has 
greatly ramped up arrests 
of people who were ac¬ 
cused of a crime but not 
convicted, and increased 
arrests solely on immigra¬ 
tion violations. 

ICE arrested 32,977 people 
accused of crimes and 
20,464 with immigration 
violations during the bud¬ 
get year 2018. There were 
105,140 a nests of someone 
with a criminal conviction 
and 158,581 a nests overall. 
The most frequent criminal 
conviction wasfordrunken 
driving, followed by drug 
and traffic offenses. 

By comparison, in the last 
budgetyearofthe Obama 
administration, there were 
94,751 people arrested with 
convictions, 6,267 arrestsof 
those with pending charg¬ 
es and 9,086 on immigra¬ 
tion violations. There were 
111,104 a nests overa II. 
Advocatessay a traffic vio¬ 
lation shouldn't be enough 
to getyou kicked outofthe 
country. They accuse the 
agency of stoking fearand 
tea ring fa milies a pa rt. 

'You need some kind of 
agency to deal with immi¬ 
gration, but ICE is not that," 
New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, a Democrat, said on 
radio station WNYC. "ICE'S 
time has come and gone; 
it is broken. ICE has been 
sent on a very negative, di¬ 
visive mission, and it cannot 
function the way it is." 

In response, some cities 
have banished ICE from 
jails where they could easily 
pick up immigration viola¬ 
tors. Police in New York, Bal¬ 
timore and Seattle rarely, if 
ever, give up information 
on when suspected crimi¬ 
nals in the U.S. illegally will 
be released from custody. 
ICE officers now do more 
street operations and say 
they end up with more "col¬ 
lateral arrests,"people they 
happen upon who are also 
in the country illegally. They 
rarely knock on doors any¬ 
more, instead spending 
hours surveilling and wait¬ 
ing outside. They haunt 
courthouses 

Continued on Next Rage 
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In this Nov. 9, 2018, photo Ronald Vitiello, acting head of U.& Immigration and Customs Enforce¬ 
ment; gestures during an interview in Richmond, Va. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Previous ftege 

In New York, a Mexican 
construction worker who 
has lived in the United 
States for more than a de¬ 
cade appeared before 
a judge. He was a week 
away from clearing his 
name in a low-level moving 
vehicle infraction. 

When he walked out of 
the courthouse, ICE offi¬ 
cers were waiting for him. 
He was sent to a deten¬ 
tion center and deported 
less than two weeks later. 
He left behind a wife and 
three children. 

"I didn't do anything," said 
the man, who spoke from 
Mexico but did not want to 
be identified because he 
fears for his family, "lama 
hard-working person, I am 
not a criminal. I don't un¬ 
derstand." 


In Richmond, the team has 
a long list of targets, but 
they're the only officers do¬ 
ing fugitive enforcement so 
they must prioritize. Ihey've 
been trailing the Salvador¬ 
an man fordays. 

They split up into two cars 
and drive over to his apart¬ 
ment. It's pitch black. They 
wait. Ihe radio crackles An 
officer says someone has 
left but it'sso dark it's impos¬ 
sible to see who it is Ughts 
flash. It's not who they're 
looking for, it's a woman. 
Ihey send her on her way. 
Ihe officers a re jittery, think¬ 
ing the mistake spooked 
the ta rget. They wa it. 

Ihe ma n eventua lly emerg¬ 
es from his apartment as 
the sun begins to rise. He's 
wearing a neon-green 
shirt and construction work 
boots He gets into his blue 


SUV and pulls out. The of¬ 
ficers box him in on both 
sides and flash blue lights. 
He's calm as they search 
him, and he gives them an 
expired El Salvador pass¬ 
port. His name: J ose Gilber- 
to Macua Gutierrez. 

One of the officers backs 
Macua's SUV back into 
a parking spot, and he's 
handcuffed, driven back 
to the office, fingerprint¬ 
ed and placed alone in a 
holding cell. 

Ihe operation tooktoo long 
— they missed the window 
fortheirsecond target. 

They will try again. 

"It's a rare thing to be ar¬ 
rested in the country if you 
haven't violated the law," 
Vitiello said. "If someone is 
here and don't otherwise 
come across the criminal 
justice system, it's very rare 
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Large Villa in Ruby: Great high end Areal 

4- bdr with paal El IdIs of room to entertain, New kitchens, attached Apartment. 
Growing area, near golf, beaches. Tennis. 12,000 m- sq. ft land. 

Renovate Xo luxury borne & make it your way! 

2- story Commercial Building: Excellent Location I 
Well-known in town by parking. StarefrDrtt(s) lower. Many Uses, 

Visible from 5 roads; Trolley turn. MG*/- sq m (4,000+ sq ft). Needs renovation 

5- Family building; Income $5tfk+ w/possibility to increase. 

Location, location. Location! Largo 2-bdr/2ba units. 

Tierra Oel Sol Villa Homel 

3- bedr 2-ba. Upper master suite w/huge balcony & distant sea views, large parcel. 
Lo-ts of room to expand. Renovate to your taste 


Aruba (297) 569-2024 USA +1 (516) 580-4400 

that they are going to be perceptions that are out 
arrested by ICE, despite the there.'□ 
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EVERYDAY FRESH CATCH 
NO SERVICE CHARGE 


OUR SPECIALS NIGHTS 

MONDAY; ALL YOU CAN EAT FAJITAS $22.50 
TUESDAY: SCHNITZEL NIGHT $21.50 
WEDNESDAY: GROUPER NIGHT $23.50 
THURSDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ RIBS $23.50 
FRIDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ NIGHT $23.50 
SATURDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT STEAK NIGHT $25.50 


•c5£j 


RESERVATIONS CALL: +297 586 5420 WWW.BARNEYSARUBA.COM PALM BEACH 21 A NOORD 
EMAIL: EAT@BARNEYSARUBA.COM. ALSO AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE EVENTS 
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Caribbean Lobster 

SALAD 

lobster bisoue 

THERM 100 R TAIL 

SURF & TURF 
BROILED LOBSTER 
& MORE 


MONDAY LOBSTER NIGHT 


THECHOPHOUSE 

AT MANC HEBO 


Located at: 

M 


MANCHEBO 

■Each report & spa 

ARUBA 


Call and reserve your table now +297 582 34 44 


Merkel vowsGeimany will keep pushing Ibr'globaI solutions' 



German Chancellor Angela Meikel poses for a photograph af- 
terthe recording of her annua I New Year's speech at the Chan¬ 
cellery in Berlin, Germany, Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By G BR MOULSON 
BERUN (AP) — Chancellor 
Angela Merkel says Ger¬ 
many will keep pushing for 
global solutions to chal¬ 
lenges in 2019 and also has 
to take greater responsibil¬ 
ity in the world. 

Closing a politically tur¬ 
bulent 2018 in Germany, 
Merkel devotes a signifi¬ 
cant part of her annual 
New Year's address to the 
merits of bringing a multilat¬ 
eral approach to interna¬ 
tional problems — a style 
she has consistently de¬ 
fended in the face of U.S. 
President Donald Trump's 
"America First"tactics. 

The fourth-term chancellor 
pointed to curbing climate 
change, managing migra¬ 
tion and combating ter¬ 
ra rism a s the kind s of c ha I- 
lenges that benefit from a 


wide view. Germany starts 
a two-year stint on the U.N. 
Security Council on J an. 1. 
"We want to resolve all 
these questions in our own 
interest, and we can do 
that best if we considerthe 


interests of others," Merkel 
said in a text of the mes¬ 
sage her office released 
ahead of a scheduled 
Monday broadcast. 

'That is the lesson from the 
two world wars of the last 


century," she added. "But 
this conviction is no longer 
shared today by everyone, 
and certainties of inter¬ 
national cooperation are 
coming underpressure." 

"In such a situation, we 
mustagain stand up for, ar¬ 
gue and fight more strongly 
for our convictions," Merkel 
said. "And we must take on 
more responsibility in our 
own interests." 

She said Germany will push 
for "global solutions" at the 
U.N. and noted the coun¬ 
try is spending more on 
humanitarian aid and de¬ 
fense. She said Berlin wants 
to make the European 
Union "more robust and 
able to make decisions." 
Turning to home, Merkel 
acknowledged that many 
Germans have "struggled 
very much" with her latest 


government amid persis¬ 
tent infighting since it took 
office in March after un¬ 
precedentedly long talks 
to form the governing co¬ 
alition. She said it had been 
"an extremely difficult politi¬ 
cal year." 

Germany's leader for 13 
years said she setthe stage 
for a "new beginning" in 
late October by announc¬ 
ing she won't seek a fifth 
term. She also gave up the 
leadership ofthe conserva¬ 
tive C h ristia n De mo c ra tic 
Union, Germany's main 
center-right party, which 
has been led since Dec. 7 
by ally Annegret Kramp- 
Karrenbauer. 

Merkel hassaid she plansto 
remain chancellor for the 
rest of this parliamentary 
term, which is supposed to 
run until 2021. □ 



STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance . 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 


PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAH00S.COM 




Bosnia: Protesters demand resignations 
over students death 



ftotesteis shout slogans including '] ustice for David" during pro¬ 
test in Banja Luka, Bosnia on Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018. 

Associated Ftess 


By AMELEMRIC 
Associated Press 
BANJA LUKA, Bosnia-Her¬ 
zegovina (AP) — Several 
thousand people rallied 
Sunday in support of a Bos¬ 
nian father who helped 
launch a movement for 
justice a nd rule of law while 
pursuing the truth a bout his 
21-year-old son's death. 
Bosnians inspired by Davor 
Dragicevic's quest de¬ 
manded the ouster of the 


Bosnian Serb interior minis¬ 
ter and top police officials 
over the death in March 
death of Dragicevic's son 
David. 

Police initially said it was 
a suicide, but the young 
man's family insists he was 
killed by someone else. 
Prosecutors opened a ho¬ 
micide investigation that is 
ongoing. Davor Drag ice vie 
hasaccused Serb police of¬ 
ficials of protecting hisson's 


killers and says he won't 
leave a central square in 
the city of Banja Luka until 
hisdemandsare met. 

'There is no turning back. I 
have nowhere else to go," 
Drag ice vie told the crowd 
thatcame out to backhim. 
"It's New Year's, Christmas¬ 
time, but where is my Da¬ 
vid?" 

Bosnian Serb officials have 
denied shielding suspects 
in the slaying ofthe young¬ 
er Dragicevic 1 . The Serb 
member of Bosnia's multi¬ 
ethnic presidency, Milorad 
Dodik, has described the 
pratestsas "political." 
Tensions have soared in 
the Serb-run part of Bosnia 
since Tuesday, when police 
briefly detained Dragicevic 
and several other people. 
Bosnia consists of a Serb 
and a Muslim-Croat entity 
that were created after a 
1992-95 war.Q 
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With online 
reservations on 
super saver day 
No exceptions 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM A SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


2-5pm $45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET SAIL 

5:30'7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


Journalist group counts 94 slayings of media staff in 2018 


By RAFCASEKT 
MARK CARLSON 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — An inter¬ 
national trade association 
says on-the-job slayings of 
journalists and news media 
staff rose again in 2018 fol¬ 
lowing an overall decline 
during the past half-dozen 
years. 

The International Federa¬ 
tion of Journalists said in 
an annual report set for 
release Monday that 94 
journalists and media work- 
ersdied in targeted killings, 
bomb attacks and conflict 
crossfire this year, 12 more 
than in 2017. 

Before the declines seen in 
five ofthe past six years, 121 
people working for news 
organizations were slain in 
2012. Since the federation 
started its annual count 
in 1990, the year with the 
most work-related killings, 
155, was2006. 

The deadliest country for 
people who work in the 
news media this year was 
Afghanistan, where 16 of 
the killings occurred. Mex¬ 
ico was next, with 11. Ye¬ 
men had nine media slay¬ 
ings and Syria eight in 2018. 
Beyond the tragedy of lives 
lost, such killings affect the 
pursuit of truth and sharing 
of information in commu¬ 
nities and countries where 
they happen, the president 
ofthe International Federa¬ 
tion of J ouma lists sa id. 
'journalists are targeted 
because they are witness¬ 
es," the group's president, 
Philippe Leruth, told The As¬ 
sociated Press. "And the re¬ 
sult of this, when a journalist 
ormanyjoumalistsare killed 
in a country, you see an in¬ 
crease of self-censorship." 
Iraq, where 309 media pro¬ 
fessionals were killed over 


the past quarter-century, 
long topped the federa¬ 
tion's annual list. The fed¬ 
eration identified a photo- 
journalist as the one victim 
in the country this year. 
While 2018broughta world¬ 
wide increase, the total re¬ 
mained in the double digits 
fora second year running. 
The total of 155 in. 

The IFJ connects some 
600,000 media profession¬ 
als from 187 trade unions 
and associations in more 
than 140 countries. The 
group said the new report 
showed that journalists 
face dangers apart from 
the risks of reporting from 
warzonesand covering ex¬ 
tremist movements. 

'There were other factors, 
such as the increasing in¬ 
tolerance to independent 
reporting, populism, ram¬ 
pant corruption and crime, 
as well as the breakdown 
of law and order," the Brus¬ 
sels-based group said in a 
statement. 

Suddenly high on the list, in 
sixth place, was the United 
States with five killings. On 
June 28, a gunman in An¬ 
napolis, Maryland, opened 
fire in the newsroom ofthe 
Capital Gazette newspa¬ 
per and fatally shot four 
journalists and a sales asso¬ 
ciate. The man had threat¬ 
ened the newspaper after 
losing a defamation law¬ 
suit. 

The Oct. 2 slaying of Saudi 
writer Jamal Khashoggi, a 
columnist for The Washing¬ 
ton Post who lived in self- 
imposed exile in the United 
States, had worldwide im¬ 
pact. He went to the Saudi 
Consulate in Istanbul to 
formalize a divorce so he 
could marry his Turkish fian¬ 
ce, but instead was stran¬ 
gled and dismembered 


there - allegedly by Saudi 
agents. 

Khashoggi wrote critically 
of Saudi Arabia's royal re¬ 
gime, and the alleged in¬ 
volvement of Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman in the journalist's 
slaying has put the govem- 
mentsof other countries un¬ 


der pressure to sever eco¬ 
nomic and political ties. 
'Jamal Khashoggi was a 
very well-known figure, but 
you know, the most shock¬ 
ing statistic is that we know 
that nine of 10 journalist 
murders remain unpun¬ 
ished in the world," Leruth 
said.q 
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bistro 


^ - December 31st 2G1B - 

A Sparkling Welcome 
A glass of sparkling wine or prosecco 


Cold Station 
Chefs special pasta sal ad 

Wh^e and red quinoa salad with vegetable brunoise 
Tomatoes salad with basil,, red onions and lemon zest-olive oil 
Cucumber marinated with dill and vinegar 
Fresh spinach leaves and assorted garden greens 
Antipasto salad 

Variety of salad toppings and home-made dressings 


Soup 

Seafood chowder 
Roasted pumpkin soup 

Served with fresh dinner rolls and New Zealand butter 


Holiday Carving Station 
Roasted whole turkey 
Honey cured smoked ham 
Prime rib 

All served with honey mustard jus* cranberry sauce or red wine glace 
Hot Buffet 

Sliced beef tenderloin served with rosemary gravy sauce 
Garlic pan-fried mahi mahi filet served with refreshing mango salsa 
Steamed wild rice 
Seasonal vegetables 

Desserts 

Assorted shot glass dessert station 

Passion Fruit Mousse [ Chocolate Mousse | Vanilla Custard j Pistachio Cream | TiramisU 


Cake 

Cheese Cake [ Chocolate Cake | Pumpkin Pie 
Coffee 1 Tea 

THE CHOPHOUSE 

Buffet located at Ike's Bistro From 6:0Dpm till ID :30pm AT manchebo 


SG5 per person excluding 15% service tax and 6% government tax 
J40 per child (under 12 years) 

JLE. Irausquin Boulevard 55, Eagle Beach | Reservations required 

call +257 522 3444 nr email lkesbistrD@rnancheho.cain ■ Q osMfflkti* 
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DAILY 
EARLY BIRD 
$19. 75 

between 4PM - 7PM 


flDAY 


Appetizer 

Grouper 'Butterfly' / Mozzarella salad / 
Mi so soup 
Main course 

Phad Thai / Green curry veggies / 
Chicken teriyaki / Grouper ’Dragonfly' / 
Mongolian beef 

Dessert 

Vanilla tee cream 


Opening hours: doily 4PM -1VPM - Live music: daily 7PM - 10PM 
J.E. trausquin Blvd 370 (across from Barcel6 Resort) Arawak Garden, Palm Beach 
Tel: +297 280 0019 ■ E: dragonfly@arubawineonddine.com 
www.dragonftyarLiba.com - w ww.f acebook. com / dra go nflyaruba 


16 dead in Bangladeshi vole opposition calls 'farcical' 



Bangladeshi women line up outside a polling station to cast their votes in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018. 

Associated Ftess 


By J ULHASALAM 
EMILY SC HMAIL 
Associated Press 
DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 

— More than a dozen peo¬ 
ple were killed in election- 
related violence in Bangla¬ 
desh on Sunday, as voters 
went to the polls to decide 
whether to give Prime Min¬ 
ister Sheikh Hasina a third 
consecutive term amid 
opposition claims that her 
leadership has become in- 
c re a sing ly a utho rita ria n. 

The leader of Bangladesh's 
opposition alliance called 
Sunday's vote 'farcical," 
saying any outcome would 
be rejected and demand¬ 
ing that a new election be 
held under the authority 
of a "nonpartisan govern¬ 
ment." 

The election campaign 
was marred by allegations 
of arrests and jailing of 
thousands of Hasina's op¬ 
ponents 

Opposition leader Kamal 
Hossain said a few hours af¬ 
tervoting ended that a bout 
100 candidates from the al¬ 
liance had withdrawn from 
their races during the day. 
He said the alliance would 
hold a meeting Monday to 
decide its next course. 

"We call upon the Election 
Commission to declare this 
election void and demand 
a fresh election under a 
nonpartisan government," 
Hossain told reporters at a 
nationally broadcast news 
conference. 

Calls to several Hasina 
aides seeking comment 
were not immediately re¬ 
turned. 

Bangladesh's leading 
English-language newspa¬ 
per, the Daily Star, said 16 
people were killed in 13 


districts in election-related 
violence. 

In the run-up to the elec¬ 
tion, activists from both the 
ruling partyand the opposi¬ 
tion complained of attacks 
on supporters and candi¬ 
dates. 

On Sunday,The Associated 
Press received more than 
50 calls from people across 
the country who identified 
themselves as opposition 
supporters complaining of 
intimidation and threats, 
and being forced to vote 
in front of ruling party men 
inside polling booths 
"Some stray incidents have 
happened. We have asked 
our officials to deal with 
them," K.M. Nurul Huda, 
Bangladesh's chief election 
commissioner, said as he 
cast his vote in the capital, 
Dha ka. 


The election campaign 
was marred by the arrests 
and jailing of what the op¬ 
position said were thou- 
sandsof Hasina opponents, 
including six candidates for 
Parliament. 

"Hasina's use of the state 
machinery to subjugate 
the opposition virtually en¬ 
sures her electoral victory," 
said Sasha Riser-Kositsky, a 
South Asia analyst for the 
New York-based Eurasia 
Group. 

Hasina has expressed con¬ 
fidence in the outcome, 
inviting election observ¬ 
ers and foreign journalists 
to her official residence 
on Monday, when the re¬ 
sults were expected to be 
known. 

While rights groups have 
sounded the alarms about 
the erosion of Bangladesh's 


democracy, Hasina has 
promoted a different nar¬ 
rative, highlighting an am¬ 
bitious economic agenda 
that has propelled Bangla¬ 
desh past larger neighbors 
Pakistan and India by some 
development measures. 
Voters "will give us another 
opportunity to serve them 
so that we can maintain 
our upward trend of de¬ 
velopment, and take Ban¬ 
gladesh forward as a de¬ 
veloping country," Hasina 
said aftercasting herballot 
along with her daughter 
and sister in Dhaka. 

Hasina's main rival is former 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, 
the leader of the opposi¬ 
tion Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party, who a courtdeemed 
ineligible to run for office 
because she is in prison for 
corruption. 


The two women have been 
in and out of power— and 
prison — fordecades. 

In Zia'sabsence, opposition 
parties formed a coalition 
led by Hossain, an 82-year- 
old Oxford-educated law¬ 
yer and former member 
of Hasina's Awami League 
party. 

Both sides were hoping to 
avoid a repeat of 2014, 
when Zia and the Bangla¬ 
desh Nationalist Party boy¬ 
cotted elections and voter 
turnout in the South Asian 
nation of 160 million was 
only 22 percent. More than 
half of the 300 parliamen¬ 
tary seats were uncontest¬ 
ed. The Awami League's 
landslide victory was met 
with violence that left at 
least 22 people dead. 

On Sunday, some 104 mil¬ 
lion people in the Muslim- 
majority country were eligi¬ 
ble to vote, including many 
young, first-time voters. 
Walking with a cane, Hos¬ 
sain cast his vote near his 
home in Dhaka, saying he 
was receiving complaints 
about vote-tampering and 
intimidation from various 
parts of the country. 

The more than 40,000 poll¬ 
ing stations nationwide 
closed at 4 p.m., as the Is¬ 
lamic call to prayer came 
over loudspeakers. 

At a polling station in the 
ancient city of Panam Na- 
gar, a bout 20 kilometers(12 
miles) southeast of Dhaka, 
the counting of the roughly 
1,600 votes cast began im¬ 
mediately aftervoting end¬ 
ed. Plastic binsfull of paper 
ballots were dumped onto 
a sheet on the floor, where 
10 people sat in a circle 
to organize and count the 
votes.Q 
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ptreutjmNcfi Come & see the spectacular Sunset on the sea 
™™ 3 Ask For our daily chef special 

Our menu offers an impressive selection of Fresh Seafood 

daily by our own fleelL International Dishes and a relaxing Atmosphere. 
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N. Korean leadercalls for more talks with South in new year 


By KIM lONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un sent a letter 
to South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in on Sunday 
calling for more peace 
talks between the leaders 
in the new year following 
their active engagement 
in 2018, South Korea's presi¬ 
dential office said. 

Moon's office said Kim also 
expressed regret that he 
couldn't make a planned 
visit to Seoul, South Ko¬ 
rea's capital, by the end 
of December as pledged 
by the leaders during their 
last summit in September 
in Pyongyang, the North 
Korean capital. Ihe Blue 
House didn't fully disclose 
Kim's letter. 

Moon later thanked Kim 
for his "warm" letter in a 
tweeted message and 
said without elaborating 
that Kim expressed strong 
willingness to carryout the 
agreements he made this 
year during a series of in¬ 
ter-Korean summits and a 
historic June meeting with 
President Donald Trump. 
'There will still be a lot of dif¬ 
ficulties a head," Moon said 
in his message. 

"However, our hearts will 
become more open if 
we put in that much ef¬ 
fort. There's no change in 
our heart about welcom¬ 
ing Chairman Kim (to the 
South)." 

The tweet also included a 
photo that showed a ruby- 
colored folderembla zoned 
with the seal of Pyong¬ 
yang's powerful State Af¬ 
fairs Commission and the 
top part of Kim's letter, 
which started with: "Dear 
your excellency President 
Moon J ae-in. Our meeting 
in Pyongyang feels like yes¬ 
terday but about 100 days 
have already passed and 
now we are at the close of 
an unforgettable 2018." 


Through three summits be¬ 
tween Moon and Kim this 
year, the Koreas agreed 
to a variety of goodwill 
gestures and vowed to re¬ 
sume economic coopera¬ 
tion when possible, voicing 
optimism that international 
sanctions could end to al¬ 
low such activity. 

The rivals have also taken 
steps to reduce their con¬ 
ventional military threat, 
such as removing mines 
and firearms from the bor¬ 
der village of Panmunjom, 
destroying some front-line 
guard posts and creating 
buffer zones along their 
land and sea boundaries 
and a no-fly zone above 
the border. 

'Chairman Kim said that 
the leaders by meeting 
three times in a single year 
and implementing bold 
measures to overcome 
the long period of conflict 
lifted our (Korean) nation 
from military tension and 
war fears," Kim Eui-kyeom, 
Moon's spokesman, said in 
a televised briefing. 
'Chairman Kim said he will 
keep a close eye on the 
situation and expressed 
strong will to visit Seoul. 
... Chairman Kim also ex¬ 
pressed his intentions to 
meet President Moon fre¬ 
quently again in 2019 to 
advance discussions on the 
Korean Peninsula's peace 
and prosperity and discuss 
issues on the denucleariza¬ 
tion of the Korean Peninsu¬ 
la,"the spokesman said. 
Moon's office did not re¬ 
veal how Kim J ong Un'slet- 
terwasdelivered orwheth- 
erhe made any comments 
about his planned second 
summit with Trump in 2019. 
The letter comes days be¬ 
fore Kim is expected to 
address North Koreans in 
a New Year's speech that 
North Korean leaders tra¬ 
ditionally use to announce 
major policy decisions and 
goalsQ 



In this April 27, 2018, file photo. North Korean leader Kim Jong Uh, left; prepares to shake hands 
with South Korean Resident Moon Jae-in over the military demarcation line atthe border village 
of Ranmunjom in Demilitarized 2bne. 

Associated Press 
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Every Monday 

15 % 

discount 

on your check 


when using an American Express Card 


At the following Aruba Wine and Dine Restaurants Si Bars: 


Salt & Pepper 

Phone; <+297) 586-3230 
www.sa ilarkdpepperaruba .com 

Tango 

Phone: (+297) 586-8600 
www.tangoaruba. com 

Sopranos Piano Bar 

Phone: (+297) 586-8622 
www.$opr3no$pianobararuba .com 

MooMba Beach 

Phone: (+297) 586-5965 
wwwfnoombabeach.com 

Dragonfly 

Phone: (+297)2800019 
www.d ragocif Kyaruba .com 


Hadicurari 

Phone: (+297)586-2288 
www.hadicyrari.com 

Nos Clubhuis 

Phone; (+297) 583-1188 
www.rioscliibhuiiseruba-CtHTi 

Fishes & More 

Phone; (+297)586-3659 
www.fisbe§andmore-COm 

Caf£ the Plaza 

Phone: (+297) 583-8826 
www. caf e tbeplaza a com 

Que Pasa 

Phoms; (+297) 583 4388 #TWI N E 
www.quepasaaruba.com 1DINE 


130 


FREES 


Check oljI the Aruba Wine and Dine Members at; www.aTubawineanddine.com 


Brazil military academy offers glimpse ofnextgovemment 



In this Dec. 1 ,2018 photo, Brazil's President-electJ air Bolsonaro, left; and Minister of Defense, Gen. 
Joaquim Silva e Luna, attend a graduation ceremony at the Agulhas Negras Military Academy in 
Resende, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By MARC ELD SILVA DE SOU¬ 
SA 

Associated Hess 
RESENDE, Brazil (AP) — A 

phrase written on the outer 
wall of Brazil's most pres¬ 
tigious military academy 
gives a glimpse at the val¬ 
ues held by the incoming 
government of President¬ 
elect J air Bolsonaro, an ex- 
army captain whose ad¬ 
ministration will be rife with 
generals 

"In order to lead, leam to 
obey," reads the slogan 
greeting aspiring military of¬ 
ficers arriving at the Agulha 
Negras Military Academy 
that educated Bolsonaro 
and a good chunk of his 
Cabinet. He takesoffice on 
New Year's Day. 

Bolsonaro, who waxes nos¬ 
talgic for Brazil's 1964-1985 
military dictatorship, makes 
no bones about his debt 
to the academy, which he 
graduated from in 1977. 
He also attended the ar¬ 
my's preparatory school in 
Campinas, Sao Paulo. 

"I am very happy to be in 
this house that formed me. 

I owe almost everything in 
this life to the beloved Bra¬ 
zilian army," Bolsonaro said 
Dec. 1 during the annual 
officer graduation ceremo¬ 
ny atthe school, which is in 
Resende in Rio de Janeiro 
state. 

The academy graduates 
he has named to his gov¬ 
ernment include incoming 
Vice President Hamilton 
Mourao, Institutional Securi¬ 
ty Minister Aug usto Heleno, 
Political Relations with Con¬ 
gress Minister Carlos Alber¬ 
to dos Santos Cruz, Trans¬ 
parency Minister Wagner 
dos Campos Rosario and 
Infrastructure MinisterTarci- 


sio Freitas. 

'This is a school of leaders," 
Gen. Ricardo Costa Neves, 
the academy's command¬ 
er, told The Associated 
Press. 

The academy was found¬ 
ed in 1941, and entering its 
27-square-mile (70-square- 
kilometer) compound finds 
an imposing silence. Here, 
discipline is a cornerstone 
of academic and military 
formation. In addition to 
core subjects such as eco¬ 
nomics, sociology and po¬ 
litical science, each cadet 
receives rigorous physical 
training, including tech¬ 
niques for surviving in the 
Amazon rainforest. 

Marcelo Morais de Sousa, 
an army reserve officer, 
summarized the four main 
principles inculcated atthe 
academy: truth, integrity, 


honesty and loyalty. 

"Here nobody relinquish¬ 
es those values; they are 
a part of the uniform we 
wear forever," said Morais 
de Sousa, who trained with 
Bolsonaro atthe academy. 
In a nation beset by politi¬ 
cal and economic turmoil 
after years of entrenched 
graft, they are precisely 
the values that helped the 
tough-talking Bolsonaro 
cruise to a 10-point victory 
in Octoberelections. 

During the campaign, the 
sold ier-tumed-long time 
congressman argued he 
had consistently placed 
himself at the service of 
Brazil and noted he had 
not been accused of cor¬ 
ruption despite the far- 
reaching 'Gar Wash" scan¬ 
dal that ensnared many in 
the country's political elite. 


He promised to reach out 
to the military in forming his 
government and pledged 
that each of Brazil's26 state 
capitals will have at least 
one military school in op¬ 
eration by the midpoint of 
his term, up from the cur¬ 
rent 11. 

These perceived values 
and pledgesled many Bra¬ 
zilians weary of crime and 
corruption to vote for the 
far-right politician despite 
a history of commentsseen 
as homophobic, racistand 
offensive to women. 

Brazil's security forces have 
been a centralfocusof Bol- 
sonaro'spolitical career. 
During his27yearsasa con¬ 
gressman, issues concern¬ 
ing the military and police 
accounted for about one- 
third of his 642 legislative fil¬ 
ings. His proposals ranged 


from improving the benefits 
and health care of service¬ 
men, including veterans of 
World War II, to shielding 
police who use force, even 
lethal, from prosecution. 

In another proposition in 
2013, Bolsonaro called for 
the lowerChamberof Dep¬ 
uties to have a formal ses¬ 
sion to mark 50 years since 
the beginning ofthe dicta¬ 
torship. 

'The Brazilian people put 
in the armed forces to de¬ 
fend order, respect for 
democracy and to avoid 
the Cubanization that was 
coming,"he wrote, alluding 
to the 1959 Cuban revolu¬ 
tion. 

More controversially, the 
incoming vice president 
made comments last year 
that were seen as support¬ 
ing military intervention as 
a way of resolving Brazil's 
political crisis 

But analysts say such mili¬ 
tary intervention is unlikely. 
'The risk of the milita ry ex- 
ceeding Bolsonaro'spower 
and democracy falling into 
crisis is very small because 
today there are institutions 
in Brazil capable of control¬ 
ling that," said Carlos Fico, 
a historian at the Federal 
University of Rio de J aneiro 
who has studied dictator¬ 
ships in Latin America. 

At the military academy, 
the president-elect's sup¬ 
porters are convinced Bol¬ 
sonaro will stay true to the 
message on itsouterwall. 
"He had a very strong lead¬ 
ership instinct. He was ob¬ 
sessed with things being 
well-done," Morais recalled 
of Bolsonaro, before his 
eyes filled with tears. "Hav¬ 
ing studied with him makes 
me feel very honored.'O 
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You Can Help by adding some Happiness: 

There is More Id the 
Eyes than You See 


Casino 

a au Bfl 



ORANJ ES1AD - In the year 1974 a group of en¬ 
thusiastic people, stimulated by the Nether¬ 
lands, founded the "Stichting Blindenzoig Aru¬ 
ba "foundation. In 1975the name was changed 
to the Ffepiamento name "Fundacion Aruba no 
di esnan Visualmerrte Incapacita," abbrevi¬ 
ated as FAVI, easily recognizable in the com¬ 
munity. The name FAVI nowadays is directly 
linked to the visually impaired. Cetty Baarh, 
Directorofthe foundation: "FAVI isforthe blind 
and visually impaired, we ate the only one on 
the island that gives guidance to this group. 
The objective is to help and guide them with 
the main purpose to make them happy again. 
We foe us first on happiness because when the 
person feels good about her or himself again 
after losing her or his sight; only then we can 
mean something to them. Only then they ac¬ 
cept our help and if they do we concentrate 
on what they want and need." 

Reintegration into Society 

Either the eye specialist or the client initiates 
to come to FAVI. Next they go to their home 
to see the situation and register their needs 
"What do you want? How is your home situa¬ 
tion? Do you have problems at your job? are 
some of the questions we ask. After that we 
do a practical visual checkwith a revalidation 
therapist. Ihe test is not medical but for us to 
determine the person's visual capacity. When 
a person has 30% or less they are considered 
a visually impaired person." In general people 
with a vision above that, they are not accept¬ 
ed. Howeverthe exception is when theirfunc- 


tional system is not working well, we need to 
set a guideline. FAVI hasten workers, the di¬ 
rector, two teachers, busdrivers, receptionist, 
and cleaning lady among others. A revalida¬ 
tion therapist gives all trainings and operates 
the vision testing. She teaches patients how 
to work on the computer, typing and does 
Braille classes for clients and teachers a swell. 

It does not stop there, as the assistant at the 
school also hasto teach Braille to the parents 
There are information briefings to the police 
school and lectures within the community. 
The activity coordinator takes care of all so¬ 
cial activities like tripsto the beach orcasino 
and bus trips, a Christmas celebration ora 
comedy show visit. The social workers visit the 
homesofthe clientsand organize conversa¬ 
tional sessionsasthere are so manytopicsthat 
the clients have issues with and in this group 
they talk and find solutions "Depressions are 
common with our clients but this group helps 
them a lot, there is a way out. We focus on 
what they can still do and on acceptance. 
If you were able to see before and lose your 
sight it is really very difficult. When a child is 
bom without sight mostly the parents have 
problems. We need to teach the child how 
the world appears and we paint that world. 
Their social behavior differs often from other 
children as their senses a re more developed 
and they express in a different way which 
can cause misunderstandings. 

3,105 Visually Impaired 

According to Census Aruba 2010 there are 
3,105 visually impaired people. FAVI only has 
350 clients, by percentage that is compara¬ 
ble to the Netherlands and Curacao. "They 
do not look for help easily. The reasons are 
the taboo, they are embarrassed to get out, 
do not want people to know and will try to ig¬ 
nore it, as long as manageable. Otherfactors 
are they do not wish to burden the family so 
they keep themselves isolated", the director 
explains. The majority ofthe clientsa re visually 
impaired because of glaucoma ordiabetes; 
for sure 80% of those illnesses are the cause 
and also age. A smallergroup isbom with the 
illness, like premature babies, babieswith eye 
disease or bom with cataracts. "Before the 
age range was60 and up, but the clientsare 



getting younger, so 50and up is now applica¬ 
ble buta growing group are young people in 
theirtwentiesThisisbecause ofthe unhealthy 
eating lifestyle so they get diabetesthat can 
go hand-in-hand with losing sight." 

Reach Out 

FAVI visits the doctors to underline the impor¬ 
tance of referring clientsto them. "We would 
like to reach everybody, we have the knowl¬ 
edge in-house and the professionals working 
here. We call on the community to be open 
to us, even if you do not have this problem 
yourself, you might know someone in your 
neighborhood, and friends, family and you 
help a lot to inform them about us to coax 
them out of isolation. 

Needs 

"We would love tourists to come and see our 
facility to see what we have to offer and in¬ 
teract with clients. Clientsare alwaysopen to 
that, so call us and stop by. Every Wednes¬ 
day we have gym class and we have other 
classes, it would be great to show you how 
we work and have you spread the word," 
Baarh says. FAVI as a foundation receives a 
government subsidy, mainly to pay the work- 
ersand they have other funds from different 
donations. "We do activities to get funding 
and we have collectors. We can only run by 
that. We are in need of equipmentand thatis 
expensive, especially for the blind and visual¬ 
ly impaired, like Braille type machines, printers 
etc. Forexample we have two blind children 
on the island that follow regular education 
completely in Braille, so they have theirtyping 
machine for Bra ille. But the technology isad- 
vancing and we need to be able to keep up 
to make sure these kids can proceed in the 
regular system."Q 



If you would like to visitthe foundation, please call + (297) 582-5222 or 582-5051 and ask for Cetty Baaiti. If you would like to donate, the bank 
accountisRBC Bank 3136 6122 or Aruba bank 7024380290. For more information visitthe website: http://www.favi-aruba.org/orFacebook: FAVI. 
Thank You! 
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AND CRAFTS 

BY LOCAL 

DESIGNERS 


iVtolJliliys* 4:30pm till 6:30pm at Bucuti & Tara Beach Hotel 
Til^Siliiys 2i 6pm till 9pm Marriott Stellaris Hotel 

fiifcJsjyS* 7pm till 10pm Seaport Market Place 


FOUNDATION A.®,U.B.A 

RTlSANS ECOGNIZED & l NtTED Y RUB A 


Aruba to Me 

ORANJ ES1AD - We would like to portrait 
you! By inviting you to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. Complete the sentence: Aruba to 

me is. Send your picture with that text 

(including your name and where you are 
from) to: newstgaiubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. 

Isn't that a special way to keep your best 
moments alive? Please do note: By submit¬ 
ting photos, text or any other materia Is, you 
give permission to Ihe Aruba Today News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of itsaffiliated companiesto use said mate¬ 
rials, aswell asnames, likeness, etc. forpro- 
motional purposes without compensation. 
Last but not least: check out our website 
and Facebook page! Thank you for sup¬ 
porting our free newspaper, we strive to 
makeyoua happy readerevery day again. 
Fortoday'snewspaperwe received a great 
picture from Corinne Lissoos. She wrote: 
"Aruba to Me is Blue Heaven."□ 



Id m 

IN STYLE 



GUARANTEED 



IN (REE PLAY • 25 GUESTS WILL WIN $100 FREE PLAY, AT 

Casino members are invited to join us after our midnight New Year Eve's Firework show, 
and play with their membership card inserted in their favorite slot machine. 


TO QUALIFY: PLAY BETWEEN 12:25AM AND 1AM 



The Casino Aruba at Hilton. For more information call the Players' Club at 526-6930. 

Opening hours; 12noon to 3am; Tables 6pm to 3am; 

Poker room 6pm to 3am; Saturday & Sunday: 12noon to 3am. ET1 The Casino Aruba. 



*AT Press Time: 


jL The Aruba Today %T 
Newspaper announces 
that due to the 
holidays* we will not 
be in circulation 
Tuesday, January 1st, 
or Wednesday. January 
2nd. We will be back 
on newsstands 
everywhere bright and 
early to serve our 
readers and advertisers 
first thing in the 
morning, Thursday, 
January 3rd. Until 
then. Season's 
Greetings and Happy 
Holidays from the 
team at the Aruba 
Today Newspaper, 
Aruba’s ONLY English 
Newspaper! 

— ja\ w yv-A —#— 

























LOCAL IE! 


MONDAY 31 DECEMBER 2018 



CASINO AND SHOPS 

*"*' j.i 


WIN A SHARE OF UP TO $2,019 
IN FREE SLOT PLAY! 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31 110AM TO MIDNIGHT 

Earn 25 slot points or 4 table credits ond swipe at any kioslt to ploy. 
Win $25 to $219 in Free Slot Play. Play up fo five times! 

COMPLIMENTARY BEADS, PARTY FAVORS 
AND A MIDNIGHT CHAMPAGNE TOAST 

Sqs Player's Club lor derails. 




SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Ploy in our FREE 
slot tournament and 
win a share of $777 
in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 and 
increases $25 each week until won 

Rcgbl? ilmn yIdi h d £;-7i kc tiuh fcr rielt 'i 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


j 

* y 
■ 


Open daily ! Oam to 4am ' jiJrausquin Blvd #47 

- jf.:,. • _ ir&Rw , * 


Enjoy an epic New Yeats' Eve at Bugaloe Beach Bar! 

Are you ready to ring in the New Year at 
the bestbeach baron the island!? Ihete's 
no better way to say goodbye to 2018 
and hello to 2019 than to spend this night 
at Bugaloe, making memories with old 
and new friends Come down to Buga¬ 
loe on New Years' Eve loday, Monday 
December 31st to celebrate! VUbtch the 
sunset; enjoy the warm ocean breeze, 
and dance the nightaway with great live 
entertainment; drink specials, and mote! 

The Travel Sessions Band and the Bugaloe 
Entertainers will be performing live, start¬ 
ing at 10pm until 3am, so you can spend 
the last night of 2018 dancing yourcares 
away. Bugaloe hasa 360° view of all the 
hotels' fireworks shows and will be provid¬ 
ing a complimentary New Year's cham¬ 
paign toast, aswell asDutch Olliebolien! 

Are you ready to join the best beach 
party on the island? Entrance is free, so 
come see us at Bugaloe this year for a 
night you won't forget! Bugaloe is locat¬ 
ed on the De Palm Pier between the RIU 
Hotel and the Hilton Resort. On January 
1st Bugaloe will open at 10:30am, and 
will be open until midnight. For more in¬ 
fo rmation visitwww.bugaloe.com ormail 
to info@bugaloe.comO 
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Diamonds for Hope 



ORANJ ES1AD — Diamonds International, in collaboiation 
with its staff Yolanda Oduber, Jibel Ruiz, Faiza Tramp, 
Adelita Erasmus, Nina Haijani, Chrtra Chhabna, Carolyn 
Kelly and a Special thanks to our Santa Claus Carios 
Lopez , hosted a lovely Christmas event at the Stichting 
H.O.P.E for the Ftaecious Elderiy people on December 27, 
2018 in keeping with the cheerful and giving spirit of the 
holiday season. 

Moie about H.O.P.E 

The foundation is designed, to take care of our precious 
elderly. The aim is for these elders to experience life as 
long and enjoyable aspossible in theirfinal phasesof life. 
It is a 24-hour care facility, from a Dutch standard view. 
The foundation wants to brush up the knowledge and 
skills of the Aruban nurses by training and given them up 
to date materials. Hope hasoftoday location one inTanki 
Leendert. More information: http ://www.stichting hope, 
com/ 

Diamonds International Aruba is committed to giving 
back to the local community and appreciated the 
opportunity to participate in this initiative. □ 



Another Treasure of Aruba's Beaches: Sea Glass! 



NOORD - It is hard to imagine this 
happening today, but years ago 
people dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, including 
old cars^ and their household 
garbage, which of course included 
lotsofglass. Overthe next 30 years 
the pounding waves cleaned 
the beach, by breaking down 
everything but glass and pottery. 
The pounding waves washed the 
trash up and down, back and 
forth. Ibns of polished, broken 
glass pieces were created by the 
pounding surf. These smoothened, 
colored glass particles then settled 
along the sea shore in millions, 
and that is why you can find these 
beautiful and colorful pieces on 
the north shore beaches of Aruba. 

Especially on the strip on white 
sand between the famous Natural 
Bridge" and the huge red anchor 
close to "Grapefield" beach you 
will be able to find yourown pieces 
of sea glass. The sea glassthat was 
created is the product of a very 
long and interesting process. It 
can take anywhere from 10 to 30 


yea ns to make sea glass. The name 
for any piece of glassthat finds its 
way to the ocean and tumbles 
around in the water long enough 
is "Sea glass. 

The colorful pieces of glass are 
being used for decoration, 
handcrafts and jewelry! Once 
glass makes its way into the ocean, 
the glass is broken up into shards 
and is tumbled around in the 
water, where sand and other rocks 
act like sandpaper to smooth out 
its rough edges. Sometimes as the 
sea glass is passed through fire, it 
becomes fire glass, the rarest of 
sea glass with certain inclusions, 
just like precious gems. 

For years, the water beat against 
the different kinds of trash being 


dumped. Glass, household 
appliances and even motor parts 
were discarded on the beach. The 
waves and weather conditions 
wore down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the water, 
creating millions of beautiful 
smooth rocks 

It's hard to believe the short¬ 
sighted mistakes we were making 
that could have potentially ruined 
these beautiful beaches. But 
thanks to natural processes, the 
ocean transformed the trash into 
the sea glass 

Each colored gem on the beach 
has its own story. The ruby red 
glass stones are typically from old 
car tail-lights. Then, the sapphire 
rocks are the remnants of broken 


apothecary bottles. The most 
common and the easiest to find 
are the brown (Amstel & Polar 
beer), green (Heineken & Balashi 
beer) and clear glass which are 
the soft much loved "soft drink" 
bottles. 

If you like to see the sea glass for 
yourself,and be inaweofthe power 
of nature, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted beaches 
on the north side of the island. 
Make ita funfamilyday! Even ifwe 
did n't mean to pollute the Beaches 
how we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can correct our 
mistakes. Funny, how trash can 
change into treasures! Everybody 
knows that you are not allowed 
to take local shells home, but the 
people working at the airport 
have no problem you taking sea 
glass home. A few of those pieces 
make great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glassorlarge 
bottle for decoration and every 
time you look at it a smile will light 
up yourface thinking back of your 
unforgettable Aruba vacation! O 
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Column by: Shanella Pantophlet 

Beyond Control 


If there's one thing I've learned overthe course of 
my career, ifsthatyou can'tcorrtrol everything. As 
someone who has tried to account for every vari¬ 
able during a given week, only to have something 
else pop up. I've quite honestly learned my lesson. 
I try to use that mindset whenever I'm traveling, be¬ 
cause things can and do happen through no fault 
of anyone. 



ever I'm traveling, because thingscan and do hap¬ 
pen through no fault of anyone. 

Empathy isa big part of our job, we are supposed 
to place ourselves in the shoes of our guests and 
think about how an issue could negatively impact 
them. It'sforthisreason thatonce a guest bringsan 
issue to our attention the first thing we do is apolo¬ 
gize forthe inconvenience and then provide ways 
of remedying the situation. 



Usually this is enough to calm and placate guests and if it's something out of our control they are understanding of that. On the other hand there 
are guests who will be unhappy with the situation and will let you know it by blowing off steam at you and we understand that reaction. However 
there are instances where staff members have had to draw a line in the sand. Once of my formerteac hers would alwaystell us, you can't please 
everyone and some thingsyou need to just roll off you back. But you may still encountersomeone who is unhappy with the answersand solutions 
provided, who will attemptto geta raise outofyou by verbally abusing you. 

We've all atsome stage had to deal with abusive guestsand there comesa time where we have to draw the line and explain to the guest in no 
uncertain terms thattheirtone ormannerof speech is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Normally that isenough to snap some people out 
of theirtirade. Other times this enrages then even more at which point the staff member has to explain to the guest that until they change their 
attitude they will not be provided service or if they continue to act out and make threats or persona I insults security will be involved. 

It's not an easy position to be in, because we are trying to provide service and be empathetic, but we are not human punching bags. If we have 
done everything we can and given asmuch information aswe have at hand and that isnotenough forsome, it isokay to be upset, but never 
reason to be abusive. It's one of the top reasons the re's such a high turnover in certain positions in hotels, because staff feel like they are seen as 
less than human for something that’s not in their power to fix. We know it’s inconvenient, but certain things like cell phone service dropping out, 
beach erosion or an island wide blackout are really out of our hands. Screaming and throwing a tantrum at the first person you see in a uniform 
will not get the lights backon quicker, restore phone service ormake the beach come back. It's always good to take a step backreview the 
issue, getthe necessary information and react responsibly. O 



Aruban bom and bred Shanella Ffarrtophletis passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might a swell call 
her a specialist Luckily for Aruba Ibday Shanella also loves to write. 
And together with the factthatthe majority of our readers are tourists, 
we found ourselves a perfectcombinationfora column: Hotel Hustle. 
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Alabama head coach Nick 
Saban cheers his team, during 
the second half ofthe Orange 
Bowl NCAA college football 
game againstOklahoma, Sat¬ 
urday, Dec. 29, 2018, in Miami 
Gardens* Fla. 

Associated Press 

College 

Football 

Playoff: 

Alabama, 

Clemson 

again fori tie 

By STEPHEN HAVUKINS 
AP Sports WHter 

Alabama and Clemson, 
again. 

Ihe top-ranked Crimson 
"Fide and No. 2 Tigers both 
had double-digit victories 
in their semifinal games 
Saturday, setting up what 
has quickly become an 
annual postseason meet¬ 
ing. They will meet in the 
College Football Playoff 
for the fourth consecutive 
year, the third time in the 
championship game. 

And the winnerthistime will 
become the first 15-0 FBS 
champion. 

Alabama-Clemson Part IV, 
Nick Saban vs. Da bo Swin- 
ney, comes Jan. 7 on the 
opposite side ofthe coun¬ 
try for both teams. The 
national title will be at the 
home stadium ofthe NFL's 
San Francisco 49ersin San¬ 
ta Clara, California. 

This matchup has seemed 
inevitable since the Tide 
and Tigers started the sea¬ 
son ranked 1-2. 

Continued on Rage 20 



Houston Texans defensive end Caiios Watkins celebrates after sac king Jacksonville Jaguaisquaiteiback Blake Boities during the 
second half of an NR. football game, Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018, in Houston. 

Associated Press 
Rage 22 
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You can own your own slice of 
Paradise at Casa del Mar 


One bedroom units selling now at 
^renovation prices, starting as low as $1,800 


Fournier's buzzer beater lifts 
Magic past Pistons 109-107 


By BILL FAY 

ORLANDO, Ha. (AP) — Eva n 

Fournier's running jumper 
in the lane as the buzzer 
sounded gave the Orlando 
Magic a 109-107 win over 
the Detroit Pistons on Sun¬ 
day. 

D.J. Augustin led the Magic 
with 26 pointsand eight as¬ 
sists, and Nikola Vucevic 
and Aaron Gordon each 
scored 22 points. Foumier 
finished with 13. 

Luke Kennard scored 16 
points to lead the Pistons. 
Reggie Bullock and Blake 
Griffin had 15 apiece and 
Andre Drummond had 14 
pointsand 15 rebounds. 
Fournier's winning basket 
ended a wild finish in which 
Detroit wiped out an eight- 
point deficit in the final 
three minutes only to lose 
for the 11th time in their last 
14 games. 

Neither team led by more 
than six points in the sec¬ 
ond half until Augustin 
sparked an 8-0 run with 
back-to-back 3-pointers 
and fed Jonathan Isaac 
for a fastbreak layup that 
gave Orlando a 95-87 lead 
with 7:07 left in the game. 
Later in the quarter, Augus¬ 
tin stole a rebound from 
Drummond, drove the 
lane and whipped a wrap¬ 
around pass to Vucevic for 
an uncontested layup that 
made it 104-95 with 3 1/2 


minutes to go. 

Detroit rallied quickly, get¬ 
ting 3-pointers from Bruce 
Brown and Bullock. A layup 
by Reggie J ackson cut the 
deficit to 105-104 with 8.9 
seconds remaining. 
Terrence Ross got loose for 
a breakway dunk with 5.4 
seconds to go but Bullock 
wasfouled on a 3-point at¬ 
tempt by Orlando's J erian 
Grant with 2.5 seconds and 
made all three free throws 
to tie the game at 107. 
Foumier took the inbounds 
pass and immediately 
drove into the lane, lofting 
his shot just before the buzz- 
ersound to give Orlando its 
second straight win. 

HP-INS 

Pistons: Detroit came into 
the game off a season- 
worst 37-point loss to Indi¬ 
ana. ... Detroit is No. 1 in of¬ 
fensive rebounding advan¬ 
tage over opponents with 
a plus-110 margin coming 
in. "fhe Pistons added to 
that, grabbing 17 rebounds 
to lOforthe Magic. ... Grif¬ 
fin took a nasty fa II when he 
slipped on a wetfloorwhile 
trying to inbound the ball 
after a turnover. Griffin lay 
on the floor for 15 seconds 
before getting up and con¬ 
tinuing play. 

Magic: PG D.J. Augustin 
badly sprained hisankle af¬ 
terstepping on Griffin's foot 
with 1:44 left in the game, 



but stayed in the game. 
... Orlando came in off as 
season-best 29-point win 
overToronto. ... FJonathon 
Simmons left the game in 
the second quarter with 
an ankle injury and did not 
return. ... "Fhe Magic out- 
scored the Pistons 22-8 in 
points in the pa int in the first 
quarter.Q 



CONTACT US BY EMAIL: FNFO@>GOLQCOASTARUBA.COM 


CALL +297-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.COLOCOASTARU&ACOM 



Orlando Magic 's Terrence Ross, left; goes up to shootas he gets 
past Detroit Pistons' Reggie Jackson (1) during the final seconds 
of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018, in Orlando, 
Fla. 

Associated Press 



























MONDAY 31 DECEMBER 


DISPORTS 




Clemson celebrates their 30-3 win against Notre Dame in the NCAA Cotton Bowl semi-final playoff football game, Satuiday, Dec. 
29, 2018, in Aiiington, Texas Clemson won 30-3. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
Continued from Rage 18 

They will also likely finish 
that way, like they did two 
seasonsago when they be¬ 
gan the season as the top 
two tea ms in the AP Top 25. 
Both have regularly been 
winning games by wide 
margins this year. 

Clemson freshman Trevor 
Lawrence threw for 327 
yards and three touch¬ 
downs as the ACC cham¬ 
pion "figensbeat No. 3 Notre 
Dame 30-3 in the Cotton 
Bowl. 

"Phenomenal night," Swin- 
ney said. 

Alabama jumped out to a 
28-0 lead on way to its 45- 
34 win in the Orange Bowl 
over Heisman Trophy win¬ 
ner Kyler Murray and Big 12 
champion Oklahoma. 
"Really proud of our team. 
It's a great win for us," Sa¬ 
ba n said. 'Oklahoma has 
got a great program and 
a great team, a great of¬ 
fensive team for sure, a lot 
of weapons, a lot of fire¬ 
power." 

Before Alabama had to 
rally to beat Georgia 35-28 
in the SEC championship 
game, the closest margin 
for the Crimson "Fide had 
been 24 points. That was 
24-0overthen-No. 18 Missis¬ 
sippi State on Nov. 10 when 


they posted their second 
consecutive shutout vic¬ 
tory. Since winning 28-26 
at Texas A&M and 27-23 
against Syracuse in the first 


month of the season, Clem¬ 
son has won its last nine 
games by an average mar¬ 
gin of 37 points. The closest 
game in that stretch wasa 


20-point win atthen-No. 17 
Boston College — on the 
same day as Alabama's 
closest call in the regular 
season. The Crimson Tide 
will be going for their sixth 
national championship in 
Saban's 12 seasons. Swin- 
ney is in his 10th full season 
asClemson'scoach. 

"Well, you know they've 
got a great program and 
great team and Dabo has 
done a great job there, 
and they've got a great 
program," Saban said. "So 
I'm sure it'll be a real chal¬ 
lenge for us, and I'm sure 
we'll need to play better 
than we did today." 
Alabama beat fellow SEC 



Associated Press 

team Georgia in last year's 
CFP title game after a 24-6 
win over Clemson in its 
semifinal game at the Sug- 
arBowl. 

'We got our butts beat last 
year. I'm just thankful that 
we got back and has a 
better result," Swinney said. 
'We make every game the 
biggest game of the year. 
We really do. ... Our daily 
structure prepares us for 
this moment. I always tell 
them, we're builtforthis" 
Clemson won the 2016 
championship — its only 
other national title was 
1981 — with a 35-31 victory 
over Alabama after Hunt¬ 
er Renfrew, now a Tigers 
senior, caught a 2-yand 
TD from DeShaun Watson 
with a second remaining in 
Tampa Bay. 

Alabama beat the Tigers 
45-40 in Arizona forthe 2015 
title after the two teams 
combined for a 40-point 
fourth quarter. 

Before Alabama and 
Clemson, the last time the 
same two teams started 
and ended the season 1-2 
in the AP poll was in 2005. 
Southern Cal was No. 1 all 
season until losing to Texas 
and Vince Young in the 
national championship 
gameO 
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: J. SPIN TO WIN 

• ^ OVaWEEK!! * ' 


Palm Beach, Aruba 

At the Riu Palace Antillas 

Formerly The Westin Hotel 



s, 


December every Friday & Sunday from 7pm till 11pm we will have Random Picks! 

minutes a customer playing slot machine will be picked to Spin the Wheel 
to Awesome Prizes!! 



e than $1000,- in SLOT PLAY plus Weekend Stay,F&B Vouchers & X-MAS Baskets!!! 

BrM3ay 

For complete rules and details, see or contact the Players Club desk at 525-7777 Ext.209 . Follow us on Facebook: Orchid Casino at Riu Antillas Aruba. 
valid for Players Club Members Only. Winner must be present. Must be age 18 to Play. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion without notice 
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Jieqe/ Tour Sa/Sbrf 
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□rive yaur own Jeep wrangler or ma Spoilage, er (ne a passenger] inrougn me Country side, 
explore Arenas secret beaches that you would never on your own. well present Aruba's 
total topside history by keep with me island's best guides pointing out the way end stepping at the 
most iconic sites the island has to otter, such as Indian caves. National part, baby Beach & 
mo re ...op l io na I Join us fer a nice Sailln n & Snorheling c ruise after your Jeep Torn. 

Visit us at Casa del Mar, Piaya Linda, Holiday Inn Conciergetlobby desk/ beach huts, RIU Hul between Antilla & 
Palace Hotel on the beech, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn £ Piaya Linda Resort. 
For reservations call 5B7-2302 (Mon-Sun] Or book online al: www.pelican-aruba.corn 
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Return to sender Roger Federer 
looking forward to Serena's serve 



Roger Federer of Switzerland during his mixed doubles match 
with Belinda Bencic, against Cameron Nome and Katie Boulter 
of Britain at the Hopman Cup in Perth, Australia, Sunday Dec. 


Associated Press 


By TRISTAN LAVALETTE 
Associated Press 
PERTH, Australia (AP) — 

Roger Federeris wish is 
a bout to be granted — he's 
getting the chance to re¬ 
turn Serena Williams' pow¬ 
erful serve. 

Ihe famously unflappable 
Swiss acknowledges being 
excited about the prospect 
of taking on hisfellow tennis 
great on Tuesday in a Hop- 
man Cup mixed doubles 
match between Switzer¬ 
land and the United States. 
"I admire everything she 
has done both on and off 
the court," Federer said. "I 
have always thought how 
is it to return that serve a nd 
go head-to-head with her." 
Federer made an impres¬ 
sive start in preparation for 


hisAustralian Open title de¬ 
fense with a seemingly ef¬ 
fortless 6-1, 6-1 victory over 
Cameron Nome on Sun¬ 
day. 

His playing partner Belinda 
Bencic also won to seal de¬ 
fending champion Switzer¬ 
land's victory over Britain in 
Group B. 

Federer and Bencic will 
next take on Williams and 
Frances liafoe to kick-start 
the New Year with argu¬ 
ably the most anticipated 
match in the tournament's 
three-decade history. 
Tickets were sold out soon 
after being released for 
the showpiece encounter, 
which pits Federer and Wil¬ 
liams on court for the first 
time. The 37-yea r-o Id s ha ve 
won 43 Grand Slam singles 


titles between them. 

"It's very exciting for us. I 
hope tennis fans tune in 
and watch it because it's 
going to be one time and 
probably never again in 
this type of competition," 
Federersaid. 

By most people's standards, 
the two stars have an un¬ 
usual meeting place. 

"I don't know her that well. 

I only know her from some 
champions' dinnersat Wim¬ 
bledon," Federer said. 'We 
have busy lives and a big 
entourage, so it's rare to re¬ 
ally deep dive. We can re¬ 
late to each other more so 
now, being parents" 
Federer will head into the 
clash in form after a mas 
terclass 57-minute thrash¬ 
ing of Nome. The 20-time 


30,2018. 


Grand Slam champion 
moved around the court 
well and hit the ball crisply 
to overwhelm Nome. 

"I wasvery happy that I was 
able to come out tonight 


and put in a good perfor¬ 
mance," Federer said. "I 
was happy with all aspects 
of my game . footwork, of¬ 
fensive play, serve, return. It 
wasall there. 


NHL union: Stars 
CEO out of line 
blasting Seguin, Benn 



DALLAS (AP) — The NHL 
players' union says com¬ 
ments from Dallas Stars 
CEO Jim Liteswere "reck¬ 
less and insulting" after Li- 
teswenton expletive-lad¬ 
en rants criticizing high- 
priced forwards Jamie 
Benn and TylerSeguin. 
Lites also words such as 
"terrible" and "embarrass¬ 
ing" while saying Benn, 
the captain, and Seguin 


were playing poorly for a 
team underachieving in 
the Western Conference. 
The Stars held the final 
playoff spot in the West 
when Utes sought out re¬ 
porters in order to rip the 
players. Lites said owner 
Tom Gaglardi also was 
frustrated with the play 
of Seguin and Benn and 
concerned that a team 
with high expectations 
was in danger of missing 
the playoffs for the ninth 
time in 11 seasons. 

The union said in a state¬ 
ment Sunday, 'To say that 
Jim Lites' conduct is un¬ 
professional would be a 
gross understatement," 
while adding, 'this is not 
how professionals handle 
adversity.'O 


Oilers bade for defensemen 
Retro vie, Manning, Novell 



Buffalo Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin (26) caniesthe puck 
pastFlorida Panthers defenseman Alexander Petrovic (6) during 
the fiistperiod ofan NHL hoc key game, Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2018, 
in Buffalo N.Y. 

Associated Ftess 


EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 
— The Edmonton Oilers ac¬ 
quired three defensemen 
Sunday, getting Alexander 


Petrovic from the Florida 
Panthers and adding Bran¬ 
don Manning and Robin 
Norell hours later from the 


Chicago Blackhawks. 
Florida received defense- 
man Chris Wideman and 
a conditional 2019 third- 
round pick, and Chicago 
gotforward Drake Caggiu- 
la and defenseman Jason 
Garrison. Petrovic had one 
assist in 26gamesforFlorida 
this season. The 26-year-old 
Edmonton native had five 
goals and 44 assists in 254 
games in seven seasons 
with the Panthers 
Manning had a goal and 
two assists in 27 games for 
Chicago this season. The 
28-year-old has 12 goals 
and 34 assists in 234 games 
in seven NHL season, the 
first six with Philadelphia. 

The 23-year-old Norell has 
three assists in 27 games 
this season for Djungardens 
in the Swedish Hockey 
League.Q 
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Texans clinch AFC South title with 20-3 win overj aguais 



Houston Texans defensive end Christian Covington (95) hits Jacksonville J aguais quarteiback 
Blake Bodies (5) causing a fumble during the fiisthalf of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 30, 
2018, in Houston. Jacksonville recovered the ball. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) — After 
the Houston Texans fell to 
0-3 with a loss at home to 
the New York Giants on 
Sept. 23, they appeared to 
be headed for a second 
straight losing season. 
Instead, the Texans (11-5) 
won their next nine games 
and 11 of their last 13, 
capped by Sunday's 20-3 
win over the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, to clinch the AFC 
South title. 

"We have a lot bigger 
goals," J.J. Watt said. "I 
have a lot biggergoalsbut 
it's good. Especially after 
starting 0-3 and everybody 
writes you off. Guys in the 
lockerroom believed. Guys 
in the locker room never 
gave up." 

Deshaun Watson threw for 
234 yards and ran for a 
touchdown and DeAndre 
Hopkins had 147 yards re¬ 
ceiving in the victory. 

"The Texans will make their 
fifth playoff appearance 
after winning the division 
for the fifth time in fran¬ 
chise history. Houston re¬ 
turns to the postseason for 
the third time in four years 
afterbouncing backa 4-12 
campaign in which Watson 
and Watt suffered season¬ 
ending injuries 
'The way we started out, it's 
a testament to the players 
in that lockerroom,"coach 
Bill O'Brien said. 'They've al¬ 
ways hung tough. And to 
go from 0-3 (and then) go 
11-2 in this league is pretty 
tough to do. Give credit to 
the players." 


Houston built a 14-point 
lead in the first half behind 
rushing touchdowns by 
Watson and Lamar Miller 
and made it 20-3 on a 24- 
yard field goal with about 
11 minutes left. The Jag¬ 
uars had a chance to cut 
the lead later in the fourth 
quarter, but Blake Bortles 
was intercepted in the end 
zone by Andre Hal. 

J aguars owner Shad Khan 
said in a statement that 
his director of football op¬ 
erations, Tom Coughlin, has 
decided to retain coach 
Doug Marrone and gener¬ 
al managerDave Caldwell 
— even though the team 
finished in last place a year 
after playing in the AFC 


title game. Khan said he 
agreed with the decision. 
'We get judged on wins 
and losses," Marrone said. 
"Obviously, this year, I didn't 
do a good job. Period. I'm 
never going to step away 
from that. I'm happy with 
the faith because I do be¬ 
lieve I will get this right." 

"The J aguars(5-11) returned 
to Bortles as starter after 
benching the quarterback 
following a loss to Buffalo 
on Nov. 25. But he did little 
to getj acksonville'soffense 
going, with the Jaguars 
managing one first down in 
the opening half and finish¬ 
ing with six. Bortles was 15 
of 28 for 107 yards. 

Watt sacked Bortles IV 2 


times to finish with 16 this 
year. Watt hasfourseasons 
with 15 or more sacks, sec¬ 
ond most in NFL history to 
Reggie White (five). 

The performance by Hop¬ 
kins gives him 1,572 yards 
receiving and 115 recep¬ 
tions this season, both ca¬ 
reer highs. His catch total 
tied Andre Johnson (2008) 
forthe most in franchise his¬ 
tory. 

"A lot of guys have amaz¬ 
ing seasons, buttheirteam 
isn't where it should be," 
Hopkins said. "So I think ev¬ 
erything I've been doing 
has correlated to my team 
winning, which iseven bet¬ 
ter." 

KEY PLAYS 


Dede Westbrook muffed a 
punt late in the first quarter, 
and Sch Cunningham re¬ 
covered. Watson capital¬ 
ized with a 5-yard scramble 
that made it 10-3 early in 
the second quarter. 

The Texans faced a third - 
and-6 late in the second 
quarter when Myles Jack 
deflected a pass and 
Hopkins grabbed it for a 
13-yard gain. Miller ran 7 
yards for a touchdown on 
the next play, dragging 
two defenders into the end 
zone to make it 17-3. 

BAD BEHAVIOR 
Coughlin had strong words 
for running backs Leonard 
Foumette and T.J. Yeldon 
afterthe game. 

Foumette, who was inac¬ 
tive because of foot and 
ankle injuries, and Yeldon 
were caught by TV camer- 
assitting on the bench and 
chatting while the offense 
had the ball. They were 
clearly disengaged with 
teammates and coaches. 

"I am disappointed in the 
behavior today from TJ. 
Yeldon and Leonard Four- 
nette,"Coughlin said. 'They 
were disrespectful, selfish 
and their behavior was un¬ 
becoming that of a profes¬ 
sional football player." 
TEXANS NUMBERS 
Hopkins is the fourth player 
in NFL history (Jerry Rice, 
Marvin Harrison and Bran¬ 
don Marshall) to have at 
least 100 receptions, 1,500 
yards receiving and 11 
touchdowns in multiple 
seasons He had 111 recep¬ 
tions for 1,521 yards and 11 
touchdowns in 2015.Q 



In this Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018 file photo, Tampa Bay Bucca¬ 
neers head coach Diik Koetter talks to reporters after an NFL 
football game againstthe New York Giants in East Rutherford, 
N.J. 

Associated Press 


Buccaneers fire coach Dirk 
Koetter after 3 seasons 


By HTED GOODALL 
AP Sports Writer 
TAMPA, Ha. (AP) — Dirk 
Koetter has been fired as 
coach of the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. 

"The team made the an¬ 
nouncement Sunday 
night, a little more than 
three hours after the Bucs 
concluded a disappoint¬ 
ing season with a 34-32 loss 
to the Atlanta Falcons 
Koetter was promoted 


from offensive coordinator 
to his first NFL head coach¬ 
ing position when Tampa 
Bay fired Lovie Smith in 
January 2016. He led the 
Bucs to a 9-7 record that 
year, but followed up with 
consecutive 5-11 finishes 
The Bucs started 2-0 this 
year, and then lost 11 of 14 
down the stretch, includ¬ 
ing four straight games to 
finish the season. 

Koetter, who had a 19-29 


record, wasdismissed after 
meeting with team owner¬ 
ship afterSunday'sgame. 
'We sincerely appreci¬ 
ate the hard work and 
commitment shown by 
Dirk over the past several 
years," Bucs co-chairman 
J oel Glazersaid in a state¬ 
ment. 

Glazer said general man¬ 
ager Jason Lieht would 
begin the search fora new 
coach immediatelyO 
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SERVING: 



Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK 


LUNCH SPECIALS ^ 


BREAKFAST 

Breakfast Platters from $12 
Coffee or tea included, 
served from 8 till 12 noon 


Arawak Garden, Palm Beach, across from High Rise Hotels - Tel. 586 32 80 


2 EARLY birds served I IIIr li I I 0 I P 

from 4 pm tiff 630 pm [lit MUulu 


EARLY BIRD #1 $19. 50 

a glass of Sangria with 
3 Tapas of your choice 

EARLY BIRD #2 $49. 9 * 

a pitcher of Sangria with 
6 Tapas of your choice 

FOR TWO 


ON THE TERRACE 


Dally 

Happy 

Hour 

4 - 6pm 


www.saltandpepperaruba.com ^ O 


Amanda Nunes KOsCyboig in 51 seconds, Jones wins at UFC 232 



Amanda Nunues, left lands a punch to CrisCybotg during the first round of a featherweight title 
mixed martial arts bout at UFC 232, Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018, in Inglewood, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By GREG BEACHAM 
INGLEWOOD, Calif. (AP) — 

Amanda Nunes pulled off 
one of the most surprising 
wins in mixed martial arts 
history when she left the 
world's most feared female 
fighter face-down on the 
canvas. 

Jon Jones merely did ex¬ 
actly what everyone ex¬ 
pects him to do whenever 
he manages to get out of 
his own way. 

Nunes knocked out Cris 
"Cyborg" J ustino 51 sec¬ 
onds into the first round at 
UFC 232 on Saturday night, 
ending the featherweight 
champion's 13-year un¬ 
beaten run in spectacular 
fashion. 

Jones also reclaimed his 
light heavyweight title in 
his return from a 17-month 
cage absence. The two- 
time champ stopped Al¬ 
exander Gustafsson with 
strikes on the ground in the 
third round. 

Nunes (17-4), the UFC's 
bantamweight champion, 
made history aftershe fear¬ 
lessly moved up 10 pounds 
to challenge J ustino (20- 
2), widely considered the 
most accomplished female 
fighter in MM A. 

Ihe undersized underdog 
dominated herfellow Brazil¬ 
ian from the start, buckling 
J ustino's knees and knock¬ 
ing her down twice before 
landing the overhand right 
that ended it. 

"Nothing was going to stop 
me from what I wanted to 
do tonight," Nunes said. 
"When she connected with 
a couple of punches, I just 
said, 'I'm going to walk right 
through her.'" 

Nunes is the third fighter in 
UFC history to hold two title 


belts simultaneously, joining 
ConorMcGregorand Dan¬ 
iel Cormier. 

"I knew this was happen¬ 
ing, I told you all!" Nunes 
said. "I'm the new 'champ- 
champ.' I said that before, 
and now I'm just achieving 
this dream." 

J ust six days after the UFC 
moved the entire 232 card 
from Las Vegas to the fa¬ 
mous Forum south of down¬ 
town Los Angeles, Jones 
(23-1, 1 no-contest) closed 
the show with a methodi¬ 
cal dismantling of Gustafs¬ 
son (18-5). The bout was a 
rematch of J ones' toughest 
fight, a thrilling decision in 
2013 overGustafsson. 

But in J ones' first bout since 
completing his second 
drug-related suspension, 
the star picked apart Gus¬ 
tafsson with kicks in the first 
two rounds He got a take¬ 
down in the third and fin¬ 
ished the fight with several 
brutal shots to Gustafsson's 
head on the ground. 

"It was always about be¬ 
ing the champion again," 
Jones said. It was never 
a bout the opponent, noth¬ 
ing personal. I'm just happy 
with my belt, and for now I 
wantto go backto the gym 
and improve my game." 
"The UFC made the extraor¬ 
dinary decision to move its 
show 280 miles to Califor¬ 
nia during a holiday week 
just to keep Jones on the 
card. The former champ ion 
recently tested positive for 
low levels of a banned ste¬ 
roid, but California regula¬ 
tory offic ia Isdidn't consider 
the result serious enough to 
keep the long-troubled star 
out of the octagon, while 
Neva da's commission did. 
The 31-year-old Jones had 


fought only twice in the 
previous 47 months, losing 
an enormous chunk of his 
fighting prime due to his 
misbehavior. He held the 
UFC's 205-pound title twice 
before, but had it stripped 
both times. 

Jones returned from his first 
doping suspension with a 
stoppage of Cornier in 
J uly 2017 to rec la im his lig ht 
heavyweight title, but lost 
the belt again after testing 
positive for steroids. 

A capacity crowd of 15,862 
in Southern California 
watched another ground¬ 
breaking achievement by 
Nunes, the ferocious brawl¬ 
er who calls herself 'The Li¬ 
oness." Nunes a Iso knocked 
out Ronda Rousey in less 
than a minute two years 
ago, and she has victories 
over ba nta mweig ht c ha m- 
pion Miesha Tate and fu¬ 
ture 125-pound champion 
Valentina Shevchenko. 


Nunes' punching power 
is often too much for her 
male sparring partners, and 
she carved up J ustino with 
astonishing ease despite a 
size disadvantage. J ustino 
had won 20 consecutive 
fights since herMMA debut 
in 2005, and she had domi¬ 
nated since the inception 
of the UFC's 145-pound di¬ 
vision, which was created 
largely as a showcase for 
Cyborg's talent. 

"I know I hit hard, but some¬ 
times you never know," 
Nunes said. "When I hit her, 

I could see she got rung a 
little bit. I'm thinking, 'I'm go¬ 
ing to be fast, I'm going to 
move my head, and I know 
I'm going to get a knock¬ 
out.'" 

Earlier, Australian feather¬ 
weight prospect Alexan¬ 
der Vo Ikanovski (19-1) won 
his 16th straight bout in the 
PPV opener, stopping vet¬ 
eran Chad Mendes with 


right hands in the second 
round of a back-and-forth 
bout. Michael Chiesa also 
won hiswelterweightdebut 
with a second-round sub¬ 
mission of former champ 
Carlos Condit, who lost his 
fifth stra ig ht fig ht. 

Former UFC lightweight 
champion BJ Penn tapped 
out for the first time in his 
MMA career, losing to Bra¬ 
zilian jiu-jitsu whiz Ryan Hall 
on a heel hook in the first 
round. Penn (16-13-2), an 
MMA pioneer who turned 
40 this month, is 0-6-1 in his 
last seven fights since 2010. 
Despite the late move to 
LA, the UFC sold out the 
Forum after just six days of 
ticket sales. The crowd in¬ 
cluded J ustino friend Halle 
Berry, Dolph Lundgren, Da¬ 
vid Spade, NL MVP Chris¬ 
tian Yelich of the Milwau¬ 
kee Brewers, Travis Barker, 
Mick Foley and Amber 
Valletta .□ 
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Did 2018 usher in a c tee ping tec h dystopia? 



In this Aug. 8,2018, file photo, a mobile phone displaysa user's travels using Google Maps in New 
York. Google attracted concern about its continuous surveillance of users after Hie Associated 
Ress reported that it was tracking people's movements whetherthey like it or not 

Associated ness 


By MATTO'BRIEN 
AP Tec hnology Writer 

We may remember 2018 
as the year when technol¬ 
ogy's dystopian potential 
became clear, from Face- 
book's role enabling the 
harvesting of our personal 
data for election interfer¬ 
ence to a seemingly un¬ 
ending series of revelations 
about the dark side of Sili¬ 
con Valley's connect-ev- 
erything ethos. 

The list is long: High-tech 
too Is for immigration crack¬ 
downs Fears of smart¬ 
phone addiction . YouTube 
algorithms that steer youths 
into extremism. An experi¬ 
ment in gene-edited ba¬ 
bies. 

Doorbells and concert 
venues that can pinpoint 
individual faces and alert 
police. Repurposing gene¬ 
alogy websites to hunt for 
crime suspects based on 
a relative's DNA. Automat¬ 
ed systems that keep tabs 
of workers' movements 
and habits Electric cars in 
Shanghai transmitting their 
every movement to the 
government. 

It's been enough to exhaust 
even the most imaginative 
sci-fi visionaries. 

"It doesn't so much feel like 
we're living in the future 
now, as that we're living 
in a retro-future," novelist 
William Gibson wrote this 
month on Twitter. "A dark, 
goofy '90s retro-future." 
More awaits us in 2019, as 
surveillance and data-col- 
lection efforts ramp up and 
artificial intelligence sys¬ 
tems start sounding more 
human , reading facial ex¬ 
pressions and generating 
fake video images so real¬ 
istic that it will be harder to 
detect malic ious distortions 
of the truth. 

But there are also counter¬ 
measures afoot in Congress 
and state government — 
and even among tech-firm 
employees who are more 
active about ensuring their 
work is put to positive ends. 
"Something that was heart¬ 
ening thisyearwasthatac- 
companying this parade 
of scandals was a grow¬ 
ing public awareness that 
there's an accountability 
crisis in tech," said Meredith 
Whittaker, a co-founder 


of New York University's Al 
Now Institute for studying 
the social implications of 
artificial intelligence. 

The group has compiled 
a long list of what made 
2018 so ominous, though 
many a re exa mples of the 
public simply becoming 
newly aware of problems 
that have built up foryears. 
Among the most troubling 
cases was the revelation 
in March that political da- 
ta-mining firm Cambridge 
Analytica swept up per¬ 
sonal information of millions 
of Facebook users for the 
purpose of manipulating 
national elections. 

"It really helped wake up 
people to the fact that 
these systems are actually 
touching the core of our 
livesand shaping oursocial 
i n stitutio n s," Wh itta ke r sa id. 
That was on top of other 
Facebook disasters, includ¬ 
ing its role in fomenting vio¬ 
lence in Myanmar, major 
data breaches and ongo¬ 
ing concemsabout its host¬ 
ing of fake accounts for 
Russian propaganda . 

It wasn't just Facebook. 
Google attracted concern 
about its continuous sur¬ 
veillance of users after The 
Associated Press reported 
that it was tracking peo¬ 
ple's movements whether 
they like it or not. 

It a Iso faced internal dissent 


over its collaboration with 
the U.S. military to create 
drones with "computer vi¬ 
sion "to help find battlefield 
targets and a secret pro- 
posalto launch a censored 
search engine in China. 
And it unveiled a remark¬ 
ably human-like voice as¬ 
sistant that sounds so real 
that people on the other 
end of the phone didn't 
know they were talking to 
a computer. 

Those and other concerns 
bubbled up in Decem¬ 
ber as lawmakers grilled 
Google CEO SundarPichai 
at a congressional hearing 
— a sequel to similar pub¬ 
lic reckonings this year with 
Facebook CEO MarkZuck- 
erberg and other tech ex¬ 
ecutives 

"It was necessary to con¬ 
vene this hearing because 
of the widening gap of dis¬ 
trust between technology 
companies and the Ameri¬ 
can people," Republican 
House Majority Leader Kev¬ 
in McCarthy said. 

Internet pioneer Vint Cerf 
said he and otherengineers 
never imagined their vision 
of a worldwide network 
of connected computers 
would morph 45 years later 
into a surveillance system 
that collects personal infor¬ 
mation or a propaganda 
machine that could sway 
elections. 


"We were just trying to get 
it to work," recalled Cerf, 
who is now Google's chief 
internet evangelist. "But 
now that it's in the hands 
ofthe general public, there 
are people who ... want it 
to work in a way that ob¬ 
viously does harm, or ben¬ 
efits themselves, or disrupts 
the political system. So we 
are going to have to deal 
with that." 

Contrary to futuristic fears 
of "super-intelligent" robots 
taking control, the real dan¬ 
gers of our tech era have 
crept in more prosaically 
— often in the form of tech 
innovations we welcomed 
for making life more conve¬ 
nient . 

Part of experts' concern 
about the leap into con¬ 
necting every home de¬ 
vice to the internet and let¬ 
ting computersdo ourwork 
is that the technology is still 
buggy and influenced by 
human errorsand prejudic¬ 
es. Uberand Tesla were in¬ 
vestigated forfataI self-driv¬ 
ing car crashes in March, 
IBM came under scrutiny 
for working with New York 
City police to build a fa¬ 
cial recognition system that 
can detect ethnicity, and 
Amazon took heat for sup¬ 
plying its own flawed facial 
recognition service to law 
enforcement agencies. 

In some cases, opposition 


to the tech industry's rush 
to apply its newest innova¬ 
tions to questionable com¬ 
mercial uses has come 
from its own employees 
Google workers helped 
scuttle the company's Pen¬ 
tagon drone contract, and 
workers at Amazon, Micro¬ 
soft and Salesforce sought 
to cancel their companies' 
contracts to supply tech 
services to immigration au¬ 
thorities. 

"It became obvious to a lot 
of people that the rhetoric 
of doing good and benefit¬ 
ing society and 'Don't be 
evil' was not what these 
companies were actually 
living up to," said Whittak¬ 
er, who is also a research 
scientist at Google who 
founded itsOpen Research 
group. 

At the same time, even 
some titans of technol¬ 
ogy have been sounding 
alarms Prominent engi¬ 
neers and designers have 
increasingly spoken out 
about shielding children 
from the habit-forming 
tech products they helped 
create. 

And then there's Microsoft 
President Brad Smith, who 
in December called for 
regulating facial recogni¬ 
tion technology so that the 
"year 2024 doesn't look like 
a page" from George Or¬ 
well's "1984." 

In a blog post and a Wash¬ 
ington speech, Smith 
painted a bleak vision of 
all-seeing government sur¬ 
veillance systems forcing 
dissidents to hide in dark¬ 
ened rooms'to tap in code 
with hand signals on each 
other's arms." 

To avoid such an Orwellian 
scenario, Smith advocates 
regulating technology so 
that anyone about to sub¬ 
ject themselves to surveil¬ 
lance is properly notified. 
But privacy advocates ar¬ 
gue that's not enough. 

Such debates are already 
happening in states like Il¬ 
linois, where a strict facial 
recognition law has faced 
tech industry challenges, 
and California, which in 
2018 passed the nation's 
most far-reaching law to 
give consumers more con¬ 
trol over their personal 
data. It ta kes effect in 2020. 
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Location: 

Across the GAS Station 
Citgo Boulevard and 
Aruba's Cruis Ship 
Terminal 


* SOUVENIRS 

* HANDBAGS 

* T-SHIRT 

* HATS, MUGS 


* ARUBAN CRAFT 

* CIGARS 

* LEATHER GOODS 
★SUNGLASSES 


Yearla mixed bag for businesses in California's pot maiket 



In this Monday, Jan. 1, 2018 file photo, a customer purchases marijuana at the Haiboiside mari¬ 
juana dispensary in Oakland, Calif., on the first day that recreational marijuana was sold legally 
in California. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAELR. BLOOD 
IOS ANGELES (AP) — It was 

supposed to be a great 
year for marijuana entre¬ 
preneur Brian Blatz. 

When California broadly 
legalized pot on J an. 1, the 
lawyer with a background 
in banking and health care 
had been working for a 
year to set up a trucking 
company that would whisk 
fragrant marijuana buds, 
infused juices and other 
products from fields and 
production plants to store 
shelves 

On itswebsite, Long Beach- 
based Verdant Distribution 
said the company's goal 
wasto be the United States' 
pre-eminent business for 
transporting cannabis. 

But it's all gone. Ihe trucks 
were sold to cover debt, a 
warehouse vacated, its li¬ 
cense expired. 

Ihe choppy rollout of Cali¬ 
fornia's legal market sad¬ 
dled the company with 
costly delays, but it was 
undone by an abrupt state 
rule change that allowed 
just about any marijuana 
businessto become itsown 
distributor, undercutting 
the need for stand-alone 
companies like Verdant. 

In California's emerging 
market, 'the challenges 
are tremendous,"said Blatz, 
who is now advising clients 
in the fledgling industry. 
"Suddenly, the whole game 
changeson you." 

In a nation increasingly 
embracing legal canna¬ 
bis, California stands out 
as the country's biggest 
pot shop . Top-shelf mari¬ 
juana, concentrates, balms 
and munchies are being 
produced and sold. Some 
companies are doing well, 
especially those with deep 
pockets that can handle 
the market's twists and 
turns. 

But many are not. And 
some, like Blatz'scompany, 
alreadyare casualties 


At year's end, California's 
effort to transform its long¬ 
standing illegal and medic - 
ina I ma rijua na ma rkets into 
a unified, multibillion-do liar 
industry remains a work in 
progress It's a mix of suc¬ 
cess stories, struggles and 
crashes. 

Ihe illegal market contin¬ 
ues to flourish — by some 
estimates, up to 80 percent 
of the sales in the state 
still are under the table, 
snatching profits from legal 
storefronts. 

With many communities 
banning marijuana sales, 
limiting the number of li¬ 
censes or simply not creat¬ 
ing rules for the legal mar¬ 
ket to operate, the supply 
chain is fragile, leaving 
some shops with sparsely 
stocked shelves A battle 
over home deliveries of 
pot in communities that 
have banned marijuana 
businesses could end up in 
court. 

A promised state tax wind¬ 
fall has yet to arrive, while 
businesses complain about 
hefty tax ratesthat can ap¬ 


proach 50 percent in some 
communities Ihe number 
of testing labs re mains tight. 
Meanwhile, shifting rules 
and start-up costs are tak¬ 
ing a toll. 

In Los Angeles, where 
the pace of licensing has 
lagged, Adam Spiker, who 
heads an industry group, 
summed up the condition 
of most companies with 
one word, "Pain." 

He says tax rates need to 
be cut to entice buyers 
into the legal market, and 
the city needs to rapidly 
expand the number of li- 
censesforshopsto sellcan- 
nabis. 

,r The encouraging sign, the 
state is open for business," 
said Spiker, executive di¬ 
rector of the Southern Cali¬ 
fornia Coalition. But "if you 
have limited access to re¬ 
tail, that's going to force a 
lot of companies to fail." 

A year into broad legal 
sales, "no one has it figured 
out in California," he said. 
"It'sso new, so big, so turbu¬ 
lent." 

In general, California treats 


cannabis like alcohol, al¬ 
lowing people 21 and older 
to legally possess up to an 
ounce and grow six mari¬ 
juana plantsat home. 
What'semerged isa patch- 
work. Marijuana farms pro¬ 
liferate in Santa Barbara 
County and legal pot 
shops are never far away 
in San Francisco. But other 
places ban all commercial 
marijuana activity, or a How 
cultivation but not sales 
Ihe state's top pot regu¬ 
lator, Lori Ajax, said her 
goal in 2019 will be to get 
more licensed businesses 
in the marketplace, while 
increasing enforcement 
against illegal operators. 
One of the fortunate ones 
has been Arizona-based 
Harvest Health & Recre¬ 
ation, which hasoperations 
in a dozen states and over 
400 employees, including 
in California, and recently 
started trading on the Ca¬ 
nadian stock exchange. By 
the end of next year, the 
company expects to have 
at least 20 retail shops in 
California, a manufactur¬ 


ing plant and a statewide 
distribution system. 
Company president Steve 
Gutterman praised the 
state's efforts to open the 
legal market — the con¬ 
sumer is getting quality, 
safe products. But he said 
he'd welcome a more ag¬ 
gressive push against illegal 
operators,and potcompa- 
nies need access to bank¬ 
ing — most financial institu¬ 
tions won't do business with 
cannabis companies be¬ 
cause it remains illegal at 
the federal level. 

'There has been good and 
bad," he said, but 'Califor¬ 
nia isa great place forus." 
That's not the case for 
many retail businesses in 
LosAngeles. 

Drive through California's 
largest city and there are 
plenty of shops and bill¬ 
boards advertising pot 
sales, and some businesses 
provide Apple store-like 
settings to pick from buds 
with names like Blue Dream 
and Chocolate Gelato. 

But the number of shops is 
part of the problem — hun¬ 
dreds a re illegal. Here, and 
elsewhere, the illicit market 
that thrived for decades 
continuesto do robust busi¬ 
ness, often in plain sight. 
Police do periodic crack¬ 
downs on individual busi¬ 
nesses, but it barely makes 
a dent in the illicit market¬ 
place. 

In a letter to Los Angeles 
officials in November, the 
United Cannabis Business 
Association said legalshops 
are struggling to keep their 
doors open while illegal 
storefronts flourish, selling 
productsforasmuch as50 
percent below legal rivals. 
Those illegal shops "do not 
pay taxes, do not pay the 
cost of ... city and state 
regulations, and do not 
follow required worker pro¬ 
tections," wrote the group, 
which represents legal 
retailers.0 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 


00 YOU REALIZE WE SIT RIGHT 
v HERE AND WATCH THE SAME < 
TIMES SQUARE CELEBRATION 
EVERy NEW YEAR'S EVE?) 



ACTUALLY 
IT'S GOOD* 
LUCK TO DO 
THIS EVERY' 
YEAR, HONEY 




Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



A/ewYear^ Eve: 



Conceptis Sudoku 



3 


7 

4 

2 


1 




2 

5 


8 

3 




4 






8 




8 


3 


9 



4 

9 

3 


5 


8 

7 

2 



6 


8 


4 




7 






5 




5 

3 


6 

1 




6 


9 

1 

5 


2 



Difficulty Level ★ * 2/31 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

11nformal talk 
5 Evans or 
Robertson 
9 Shapeless mass 

13 Lassos 

15 Overlook; miss 

16 Overnight dance 
party 

17 Unassisted 

18 On the_; taking 

no part in the 
action 

20 Become firm 

21 Misery 

23 Equestrians 

24 Unlocks 

26 Carp 

27 Dan Quayle’s 
successor 

29 Opposite of 
roundabout 

32 City in England 

33 Sulks 

35 “For _ a jolly 
good fellow...” 

37 Boone & Benatar 

38 Yes-man 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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tall dog 

5 Prescribed 

40 _ mask; knit 

amounts 

facial covering 

6 “What Kind of 

41 Keep a cooking 

Fool _?” 

turkey moist 

7 Tupperware top 

42 Handbag 

8 Endless period 

43 Few and far 

9 Card game 

between 

10 “Penny 

45 Crown 

Beatles song 

46 Tiger or tabby 

11 No longer 

47 Common greeting 

happening 

48 Flat round seed 

12 Mrs. Truman 

used in soup 

14 Tailors 

51 Martian’s vehicle 

19 People not to be 

52 Eggy drink 

trusted 

55 Mishaps 

22 Afternoon hour 

58 Latin American 

25 Pea casings 

dance 

27 Mont Blanc’s 

60 Prison knife 

range 

61 Look for 

28 Faucet problems 

62 Frighten 

29 City fellow on a 

63 Rubber tube 

ranch 

64 Stick around 

30 Dry white wine 

65 Facial features 

31 Nervous 

33 Prepare to take a 

DOWN 

selfie 

1 Rugged cliff 

34 Cereal grain 

2 Pit 

36 Doesn’t _ like; 

3 Remorseful 

appears not to be 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2018 Tribune Content Agency, 
All Rights Reserved. 

38 Gauche 

39 Twofold 

41 Pigtail 

42 Aviators 

44 Astir 

45 ABC followers 

47 Sled dog 

48 Word with eye or 
whip 


49 Resound 

50 TV crime drama 
series 

53 Meanie 

54 Departs 

56 Trawler’s need 

57 Soothing drink 
59 Part of a royal 

flush 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































fiDAY 


CLASSIFIED IHI 


MONDAY 31 DECEMBER 2018 


Classifieds 


tcDAY 


Editor 

Caribbean Speed winters MV. 
Am ba Ba nk MV, Acc, #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank MV< 
Act. #23951903 
ROC Royal Bank Act. #1330772 


A»iitaat Director 


Xicmoro Ar@fldi 

Editor in Chief 

Linda Rei jnders 
(I indo. rei jrd&rs@c5pnv.coin] 

Liza Koolmnn (Managemejil assistant) 

Editors 

Ri<hqrd BrOOks 

Jeantarlo Trinidad 


Soles 


Undo Reij rtders 

(linda ■ ref j nd ers@C&pnv.com) 

Marijke Croes 
Classifieds 

Rachel le Danje 

(raehel lfl.danje@cspnv.com) 

Distribution and Collection 

accau ml i rtg@ha n dia .tom 


Social / Website 


Jeantarla Trinidad 

Vfoftstroal 22 
T: 582-7800 

W: wmambalodo^tom 
O @nrubctlodny 



fry ^ 

CU IDAHO 0ID0 


LA CABANA WEEK 52 
Special Deal!!! 

Fixed week (thu-thu) 
deeded ownership 
unit 229-C, week 52 
only $4,000.00 
occupancy 2019 
call 737-3000 

zach@buyarubatimeshares.com 

_ 210492 


Tropicana Aruba Resort 
and Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 

_ 210463 


DIVI GOLF 

Luxury Studio Unit 2314 

wk 50 12/14/19, 28 wks left 
$3750 BO 

Divi Dutch Village wk 26 june 
29 3 Rm tower type building 
2 1/2 Baths Rm 94-96 $5600BO 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508 651 0016 


ARUBA BEACH CLUB 
RESORT 

1 br 51 & 52 Unit 222/224 

2 bath, 2 kitchen, 2 balconies 
lifetime ownership, sleep 6 
great for families $48,000.00 
salesmarketing@ 
arubabeachclub.net 
(297)7468396 

_ 210494 


TiDAY 


BSNDIA 


How to r.each us! 



Halley Time Travel 


Tropicana Resort 

3 Bedroom WK # 51 Room # 
1506 

Ocean View $25,000 
1 Bedroom WK # 51 &52 Room 
#1556 

Ground Floor Waterfall View 
$25,000 Both 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 51 Top Floor 
Harbor View $10,000 
1 BR WK # 52 3rd Floor 
overlook Pool/Ocean View 
$15,000 

La Cabana B & C 

1 BR WK # 52 4 th Floor 

$11,000 

Pool/Ocean View Saturday 
Check in 

Dutch Village 

Studio WK # 52 Room #117 
18 Weeks remain $7000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

I BR WK # 52 Room #502 

II Weeks remain $10,000 
Studio WK # 50 Room # 1404 
Penthouse 35 weeks remain 
$6500 

Divi Village 

1 BR WK # 52 Room# 3308 
25 Weeks remain $12,000 
1 BR WK# 1 Room# 5501 
24 weeks remain $ 11,000 

Divi Vilage 

Studio WK# 52 Room#6304 
20 Weeks remain $ 9000 
Studio WK # 1 Room# 8201 

23 Weeks remain $8000 

Divi Links Golf 

Studio Week # 2 Room # 4205 

24 weeks remain $7500 

1 BR WK # 3 Room #4102 
24 weeks remain $8500 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 



Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 1 Room# 4208 

27 weeks remain $8000 

1 BR WK# 1&2 Room #2252 
32 weeks remain $ 10,000 Each 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 51 &52 Room# 2106 
35 weeks remain $ 13,000 Each 

2 BR WK # 3 Room # 

4215/4216 

28 weeks remain $25,000 

Tropicana Resorts 

3 BR Wk 51 & 52 Room # 2548 
Ocean View $ 60,000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR Penthouse WK# 1 Room 
#672 


Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Platinum Oc 
$13,000 

1 BR Platinum Oc 
$18,000 

2 BR Platinum Oc 
17,000 

2 BR Platinum Oc 
26,000 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum Plus 

2 BR WK# 51 & 52 Ocean Front 
$ 150,000 

2 BR WK #51 Ocean View 
$ 45 ,000 

2 BR WK# 52 Ocean View $ 49 
000 

2 BR WK #51 Garden View 
$40,000 

2 BR WK# 52 Garden View 
$45,000 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden View $15,000 
2 BR Ocean View $18,000 
2 BR Ocean Side $19,000 

2 BR Ocean Front $26,000 

3 BR Ocean View $18,000 

House For Sale 

Esmeralda 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
1 Appartment ,Pool 
Full Furnish , AC, 

5 Min from Palm Beach 
$425,000 

House For Rent 

Opal 5 Min walk from Palm 
Beach 

3 Bedroom ,2 1/2 Bath 
Comunity Pool $450 Per Night 




all:630-1307 

ohnnypaesch@gmail.com 


527 4000 

Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Dr. Gonzales Tel. 583 0660 

San Nicolas 


Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip. Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


,000 

Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 


Noord 

527 3200 


Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

View 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 


Police Tipline 

11141 

Front 

Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

115 

View $ 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

Front $ 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


EMERGENCY 


Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airlines 583 8300 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezolana 583 7674 

CRUISES 



December 29 

AIDAperla 
December 30 

Caribbean Princess 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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At bota nic a I ga iden in Mexic o, natuia I spec ies blossom aga in 



This November 2018 photo shows Director Mario Arturo Hernan¬ 
dez Pena showing endangered cacti grown in B Chatco's 
greenhouse atB Chaico del Ingenio in San Miguel de Allende, 
Mexico. 

Associated Press 


By KIM C URfflS 
SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE, 
Mexico (AP) — Imagine 
a botanical garden, and 
acres of carefully de¬ 
signed, highly manicured, 
delicately pruned "zoosfor 
plants" may come to mind. 
But at El Charco del Ingen¬ 
io, a botanical garden and 
natural protected area in 
central Mexico, the sprawl¬ 
ing scrubland has been al¬ 
lowed to return to its unen¬ 
cumbered, wilderroots. 

The approximately 160- 
acre property, acquired 
from several different fami¬ 
lies, had been overgrazed 
for hundreds of years, ac¬ 
cording to Mario Arturo 
Hernandez Pena, the park's 
director. 

'Thirty years ago, people 
said the only thing that 
grows here is stones," 
Hernandez said. But by 
limiting access, protecting 
the soil from runoff, pruning 
trees and controlling un¬ 
wanted species, the land 
hasblossomed, he said. 

In 1991, when El Charco first 
opened, volunteers and 
staff had identified about 
183 different species of 
plants and about 130 spe- 
ciesof birds. Those numbers 
exploded to about600and 
186 in 2007 and 2014, re¬ 
spectively. 

"We're just helping nature," 
he said. 

El C ha rc o is ea sily a c c essi- 


ble from touristy downtown 
San Miguel de Allende. It's 
a few minutes by car or a 
longer, uphill jaunt by foot. 
The park hosts a bout 50,000 
visitorseach year. About 70 
pereentare Mexicansand, 
of those, about 35 percent 
are students, which is ex¬ 


actly how Hernandez and 
the board of directors like 
it. 

"It's an educational envi¬ 
ronment, not a park where 
you can have a pic nic,"ex¬ 
plained Naomi Zferriffi, the 
only non-Mexican on the 
seven-member board of 


directors 

Even so, the high tourist sea¬ 
son of November through 
February is the park's busi¬ 
est time ofyear, Hernandez 
said. 

'We're working with the Uni¬ 
versity of Guanajuato on a 
study of the capacity of in¬ 
take. We're discussing how 
much is too much," he said. 
'We can pack this place 
with people . but then its 
natural structure, which we 
guard as a treasure, would 
be highly affected." 

In addition to its biodiver¬ 
sity, El Charco is culturally 
and historically significant. 
Its name combines two 
Spanish words, "el charco" 
or "puddle," and "ingenio" 
or "mill." They refer to the 
ancient flow of water in the 
canyon, which originated 
in a natural spring, long 
since dried up, and the re- 
ma ins of a n a nc ient mill or 
waterwheel, likely used to 
grind grain, which shows 
up on a map of San Miguel 
from 1580. 

Today's visitors also can 
see the remains of an 18th 
century bridge, the ruins of 
a 19th century hacienda 
and a still-intact dam built 
in 1902. There are work¬ 
shops and classes, guided 
tours in Spanish and English, 
bird-watching excursions, 
sweat lodge and full moon 
ceremonies, as well as an 
annual spring equinoxcon- 


certand summer festival in 
July. 

EICharco,a nonprofit orga¬ 
nization, receives no gov¬ 
ernment funding, and the 
bulk of its annual budget is 
drawn from memberships 
and fees, Hernandez said. 
About 20 percent comes 
from private donations. In 
addition to Hemandezand 
the board of directors, the 
pa rk is run by a tea m of 24 
full-time staff, including an 
environmental engineer 
and two biologists, and 10 
vo lunteertour guides. 
Andrew Goodell, a volun¬ 
teer and engineering ge¬ 
ologist, said groups of stu¬ 
dents, ranging from pre-kin¬ 
dergarten to post-doctoral, 
have toured the park. 

"I want to give them an ap¬ 
preciation for nature and 
their heritage," he said. "I 
want to show them what 
the land has looked like in 
the past, what the names 
of things are and what 
they've been used for." 
Hernandez's intentions are 
even broader. 

"We can have a much 
larger impact if we focus 
not just on environmental 
education, but on cultural 
change," he said. 'We can 
just have tourists running 
through here and taking 
off, but if people leave 
here thinking about their 
actions and their impacts, 
that's real.'□ 



This combination of undated photos provided by Brett Ratclifle 
in December2018 shows, from left; Gymnetisdrogoni, Gymnetis 
ihaegali and Gymnetis viserioni beetles from South America. 

Associated ness 
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Professor na mes beetle spec ies 
after'Game of Thrones' 


UNCOIN, Neb. (AP) — A 

Nebraska entomologist has 
named three of his eight 
newest beetle discover¬ 
ies after the dragons from 
the HBO series 'Game of 
Thrones" and George R.R. 
Martin book series "A Song 
of Ice and Fire." 

University of Nebraska- 
Unco In professor Brett Rat- 
cliffe named the new scar¬ 
ab beetle speciesdrogoni, 
rhaegali and viserioni, The 
Omaha World-Herald re¬ 
ported . The names are 
Latinized versions of Dra¬ 
gon, Rhaegal and Viserion, 
three dragons owned by 
DaenerysTargaryen'schar- 


acterin the fictional work. 
Radcliffe said he's a fan of 
the series, but ultimately 
chose the names to draw 
attention to biodiversity 
and the amount of undis¬ 
covered species. 

'When you create names 
like these, you do it to gain 
a little bit of notoriety and 
bring public attention to it," 
Rateliffe said. 'We're still dis- 
covering life on Earth. One 
of every four living things 
on Earth is a beetle. We 
haven't discovered them 
a II. We're not even c lose." 
Rate liffe said he's named 
hundreds of species over 
his 50-year career and cre¬ 


ating new namesbecomes 
difficult. Naming rules rec¬ 
ommend against using 
humor or insults, and are 
particularly useful to avoid 
having duplicate names, 
he said. 

Rate liffe said he went with 
the pop culture reference 
to have a little bit of fun. 
"I've often thought that sci¬ 
entists take themselves too 
seriously," Rate liffe said, 
"and this is a way to circum¬ 
vent that." 

Drogoni and viserioni can 
be found in Colombia and 
Ecuador, while rhaegali is in 
the French Guiana. All three 
have orange featuresQ 
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Acclaimed author 
Amos Oz dies at 79 


By J OSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated FYess 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
author Amoz Oz, one of 
the country's most widely 
acclaimed writers and a 
pre-eminent voice in its 
embattled peace move¬ 
ment, died on Friday after 
a battle with cancer, his 
family announced. He was 
79. 

His daughter, Fania Oz- 
Salzberger, announced her 
father's death on Twitter. 
"My beloved father, Amos 
Oz, a wonderful family 
man, an author, a man of 
peace and moderation, 
died today peacefully af¬ 
ter a short battle with can¬ 
cer. He was surrounded by 
his lovers and knew it to the 
end. May his good legacy 
continue to amend the 
world," she wrote. 

Oz was known around 
the world for his dozens of 
novels, essays and prose 
about life in Israel, includ¬ 
ing a well-received mem¬ 
oir, "A Tale of Love and 
Darkness." He won some 
of the literary world's most 
prestigious honors, includ¬ 
ing the Goethe Prize and 
the French Knight's Cross 
of the Legion D'Honneur, 
received honorary doctor¬ 
ates and was a perennial 
candidate for the Nobel 
Prize in literature. 
Ozwasbom inj erusalem in 
1939, the son of immigrants 
from eastern Europe. As a 
teen he rebelled against his 
upbringing, looking to put 
behind what he felt was his 
parents'world that glamor¬ 
ized Europe and the West 
and instead was drawn to 
the young pioneers who 
built the early state. 

"I secretly dreamed that 
one day they would take 
me away with them. And 
make me into a fighting 
nation too. That my life 
too would become a new 
song, a life as pure and 
straightforward and simple 
asa glassof wateron a hot 
day," he wrote in his 2002 
memoir. 

He would complete high 
school at Kibbutz Hulda in 
central Israel, and return to 
the kibbutz after complet¬ 
ing his mandatory military 


service in 1961. While work¬ 
ing in the farming commu¬ 
nity's cotton fields, he pub¬ 
lished his first short stories. 
After earning a degree 
in literature from Jerusa¬ 
lem's Hebrew University, 
he would spend 25 years 
on the kibbutz, dividing his 
time between writing, fann¬ 
ing and teaching at the 
community's high school, 
according to hiswebsite. 
Asa reserve soldierin a tank 
unit, Oz fought in the 1967 
and 1973 Mideast wars. 

In a career spanning half 
a century, Oz published 
over35 books, including 13 
novels as well as children's 
books and collections of 
short stories, and hundreds 
of articles on literary and 
political topics. His works 
were translated into more 
than 40 languages 
His works included "In the 
Land of Israel," a work 
that chronicled his trav¬ 
els and interviews with 
people throughout Israel 
and the West Bank in the 
1980s about the country's 
past and future; "My Mi¬ 
chael," a novel about a 
troubled marriage in 1950s 
Jerusalem, and "A Tale of 
Love and Darkness." That 
2002 memoir, recounting 
his childhood in Jerusalem 
and the suicide of his moth¬ 
er when he was 12 years 
old, won him the Goethe 
Prize and other recogni¬ 
tions, and was adapted 
into a film starring Natalie 
Portman. 

Ozwasa leading voice in 
Israel's peace movement 
and a friend of the late Shi¬ 
mon Peres, a former prime 
ministerand legendary pol¬ 
itician who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his efforts 
to reach a deal with the 
Palestinians. Oz frequently 
wrote essays and delivered 
lectures urging the coun¬ 
try's leaders to establish a 
Palestinian state as part of 
a peace agreement with 
Israel. 

In a 1998 interview, he la¬ 
mented the deep divisions 
in Israeli society — a pre¬ 
scient observation that re¬ 
mains true to today. 

'We have not yet estab¬ 
lished the rulesofthe game 


In this Nov. 4> 2015 file photo, Israeli writer Amos Ozposesfora photo at his house in lei Aviv, Israel. 

Associated Press 


in 50 years," he said. 'You 
could hardly get two Israe¬ 
lis to agree on the kind of 
Israel they want." 


In a 2001 interview with 
The Associated Press, Oz 
said Israel must wean itself 
from the view thatthe West 


Bank and Gaza were as- 
setsto be traded forpeace 
and instead should just be 
given awayO 
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'Aquaman 1 still rules, and others see a post-Christmas bump 



This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows J a son Momoa, left; and Amber Heard in a 
scene from "Aquaman." 

Associated Press 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — In 

the final weekend of 2018, 
"Aquaman" still led the 
pack at the box office, but 
other films like "Mary Pop- 
pins Returns," "The Mule" 
and "Second Act" enjoyed 
post-holiday bumps too, 
even amid an onslaught of 
new Christmas offerings like 
'Vice," "Holmes and Wat¬ 
son," "On the Basis of Sex" 
and the Netflix phenom¬ 
enon "Bird Box." 

Warner Bros, said Sunday 
that "Aquaman" added an 
estimated $51.6 million in 
North American ticket sales 
over the weekend to take 
first place again. Down just 
24 percent from its domes¬ 
tic debut, the DC Comics 
pic, which has been No. 
1 internationally for four 
weeks, has now grossed 
nearly $748.8 million world¬ 
wide. 

Although other films in the¬ 
aters were left in "Aqua- 
man's" wake, more than 
a few in the top 10 experi¬ 
enced an uncommon up¬ 
tick in returns this weekend. 
Disney's "Mary Poppins Re¬ 
turns" ended the weekend 


up an estimated 19 per¬ 
cent, in second place, with 
$28 million, while "Bumble¬ 
bee," down only five per¬ 
cent, settled in third with 
$20.5 million. 

Up 11 percent, "Spider- 
Man: Into the Spider-Verse" 
gotfourth with $18.3 million, 
and 'The Mule," up 24 per¬ 
cent, took fifth with $11.8 
million. 

The Jennifer Lopez-led 
"Second Act," which got 


off to a slow start last week¬ 
end, also found itself up 11 
percent, with $7.2 million 
in seventh place. But the 
biggest bump of all came 
for Disney's "Ralph Breaks 
the Internet," which was up 
nearly 40 percent in its sixth 
weekend in theaters, with 
$6.5 million. 

'There is a bit of a lull on 
the weekend leading into 
Christmas. People are busy 
and distracted,"said Com- 


score'sseniormedia analyst 
Paul Dergarabedian. "But 
the weekend after, most of 
these films in the top 10 got 
a bounce." 

This so-called "catch-up" 
weekend made it a little dif¬ 
ficult forthe Christmasnew- 
comersto make a huge im¬ 
pact, however, especially 
when the big wide-releases 
this time were either po¬ 
litically charged (the Dick 
Cheney movie 'Vice") or 


poorly reviewed ("Holmes 
and Watson,"which is in the 
single digits on Rotten To¬ 
matoes and got a deathly 
D+Cinema Sc ore). 
Annapurna's 'Vice," star¬ 
ring Christian Bale as the 
former Vice President, 
came out on top for the 
new films, grossing $7.8 mil¬ 
lion from the weekend and 
$17.7 million since its Christ¬ 
mas opening. A leading 
contender at the Golden 
Globe Awards this coming 
Sunday, the film earned 
mixed reviews from critics 
and a C+ CinemaScore 
from audiences. 

'That a movie with that 
subject matter can ride a 
wave to sixth place is re¬ 
ally indicative of how in¬ 
terested people are in this 
movie," Dergarabedian 
said. 'This is required view¬ 
ing for anyone studying the 
awardsseason race." 
Driven by the star-power 
of Will Ferrell and John C. 
Reilly, "Holmesand Watson" 
managed to take in $7.3 
million despite the nega¬ 
tive audience and critic 
reviews. The Sony film has 
grossed $19.7 million since 
Christmas DayO 
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Longtime British comedy star 
J une Whitfield dies at 93 



Nov. 16, 2017 file photo of 
Dame J une Whitfield after she 
was made a dame. 

Associated Press 

By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British 
actress and comedic star 
June Whitfield, whose long 
career included memora¬ 
ble roles in TV series "Abso¬ 
lutely Fabulous" and 'Terry 
and June," has died. She 
was 93. 


Her agent said that she 
died Friday night. 

Whitfield enjoyed a career 
spanning decades, ap¬ 
pearing on some of Britain's 
most popularW showsand 
earning gene ratio ns of fa ns 
drawn by her wide range 
and impeccable timing. 
She was prominent in the 
'Carry On" series and the 
sitcom 'Terry and June" 
with Terry Scott in the '80s 
before playing a vital role 
in "Absolutely Fabulous." 
Her time on "Ab Fab" play¬ 
ing the slightly odd moth¬ 
er of Jennifer Saunders' 
boozy character Edina in¬ 
troduced Whitfield to fans 
who hadn't been bom 
when she started on radio 
decades earlier. 

Fellow "Ab Fab" stars Saun¬ 
ders and Joanna burn- 
ley praised Whitfield for 
the warmth and wit she 


brought to the hugely pop- 
ularshow. 

"I will always be grateful 
thatshe agreed to be in Ab 
Fab and even more grate- 
fulthatshe became a dear 
friend," Saunders said in a 
statement. 'She lived and 
worked with an extraordi¬ 
nary grace." 

Lumley said she was "heart¬ 
broken to lose such a dar¬ 
ling friend." 

Whitfield's father was a 
telephone company ex¬ 
ecutive and her mother an 
amateur actress. She once 
told The Telegraph news¬ 
paper she knew very early 
in life she wanted to be a 
performer. 

'There was never one mo¬ 
ment when I decided,"she 
said. "I went to dancing 
classesand elocution class¬ 
es and the appeal wassim¬ 
ply that I loved it a II.'Q 
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Crazy Fish 


loin Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360' views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7.30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delicious fresh fish dishes the 
chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. Caught in 
the morning, served at night... That's the Bugaloe way! 

In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
S-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 

Reservations are recommended. 


Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) 586-2233 info@bugaloe.com www.Bugabe.com *1 
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Lesley's 'Comeback Special 1 still relevant; 50years later 


By ADRIAN SAINZ 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Elvis 
Presley wanted an honest 
answer. Steve Binder gave 
him one. 

Presley was meeting Binder 
for the first time in Binder's 
office in Los Angeles in 
1968. A music and televi¬ 
sion producer, Binder had 
been asked to puttogeth- 
eran NBC television special 
featuring Presley, who had 
become more of a movie 
actor than a rock 'n' roll 
singer in the 1960s when 
the Beatles and the Rolling 
Stones were dominating 
the rock world. 

Presley and Binder talked 
for about an hour about 
music and established a 
rapport, Binder re calls. Then 
Presley popped the ques¬ 
tion: 'What do you think of 
my career?" 

"I was young and brash 
in those days," Binder told 
The Associated Press in a 
phone interview. "I said, 'I 
think it's in the toilet.'" 
According to Binder, Pres- 



ight to 

mte irra¬ 


tional Hotel where he made hisfiistpublic stage appearance in 


9 years in Las Vegas 


Associated Press 


me." 

That meeting became a 
meaningful step in the cre¬ 
ation of the one-hour TV 
show '5inger Presents...El¬ 
vis," better known today as 
the '68 Comeback Special. 
Aired on Dec. 3, 1968, the 
program was a rapturous 
return for the 33-year-old 
Presley, whose music had 
mostly stuck to soundtrack 
songs from his often pulpy, 
saccharine films. It was 
sponsored by Singer, the 
sewing machine company. 
Relaxed at some points, 
energetic during others 
— and always inspired — 
a still-handsome Presley 
sounds strong and soulful. 
He appears genuine: He 
sweats, his black hair gets 
messed up. 

The finale features an emo¬ 
tional Presley singing "If I 
Can Dream," a moving 
piece written for the show 
that served as a response 
to the tumult of 1968, when 
the Vietnam War served as 
the backdrop forthe assas¬ 


sinations of the Rev. Martin 
LutherKing J r. and Robert F. 
Kennedy. 

Presley returned to promi¬ 
nence. He began perform¬ 
ing for sold-out crowds in 
Las Vegas and produced 
"From Elvis in Memphis," an 
album that included 'Sus¬ 
picious Minds" and "In the 
Ghetto." 

Presley's career would slow 
down. He divorced hiswife, 
Priscilla, and began abus¬ 
ing prescription drugs. He 
died of a heart attack on 
Aug. 16,1977, in Memphis. 
Still, his popularity has re¬ 
mained high. Graceland, 
the tourist attraction built 
around his former Mem¬ 
phis home, draws 500,000 
visitorsa year. HBO recently 
released a documentary, 
"ElvisPresley:The Searcher." 
And his image and voice 
are regularly used in films, 
TV shows and commercials 
Much hasbeen said about 
the importance of the '68 
Comeback Special to Pre¬ 
sley's career. □ 
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Portijgieser Perpetual Calendar, 
Ref. 5033: The daring expeditions of the 
Portuguese seafarers held out the promise of 
everlasting glory. A worthy legacy of this heroic 
epoch is the Fortugieser Perpetual Calendar, 
Timelessly elegant, it features trailblazing 
technology that includes a 7-day automatic 
movement with Pellaton winding and a power 
reserve display showing the date until 2499, 
So converted into human lifetimes, this model 


could be working on its legendary status for 
eternity. iwc, engineered for men. 

Mechanical movement ■ Peliaton automatic 
winding ■ (WC-manufactured 52610 calibre - 7-day 
power re&orvQ - Power reserve display - Perpetual 
calendar with displays for the date ■ day, month - 
year in four digits and perpetual moon phase ■ 
Sapphire glass - See-through sapphire-glass back - 
Water-resistant 3 bar ■ Diameter 44.2 mm - Alligator 
leather strap by Santoni 



L 0 - Smith tffvS iEH. ttdyal PUzi Mai, Arutia 

LG. Si-rth BVU i&5. Piurn B»Gh Pa/d Ma| ^Hfh BsuIl 
r« ■ fm mn 

E-inu llv j 

W^ ^hfwj5 |nd(rTl 


IWC 


SCHAFFHAUSEN 




















